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CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

This Class Action Settlement Agreement (“Agreement” or “Settlement Agreement”) is 

entered into between Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves individually, on behalf of their respective 

businesses, and on behalf of the settlement classes proposed in this Agreement, on the one hand, 

and the DIRECTV Defendants, on the other hand, subject to the terms and conditions set forth 

below and the approval of the Court.  All capitalized terms used in this Agreement are defined in 

Part II below. 

I. RECITALS 

1.1 On August 4, 2016, Plaintiff Doneyda Perez (“Perez”), through Class 

Counsel, filed a Class Action Complaint and Jury Demand in the United States District Court, 

Central District of California, Southern Division against DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC 

(“DGH”), the Lonstein Law Offices, P.C. (“LLO”), and Julie Cohen Lonstein (collectively, the 

“Original Defendants”).  Dkt. 1.  Perez alleged claims under the California Unfair Competition 

Law (“UCL”), California Business and Professions Code § 17200 et seq. and under the Racketeer 

Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (“RICO”), 18 U.S.C. § 1962 et seq.  Perez sought 

monetary relief, an injunction and other relief, alleging among other things that the Original 

Defendants had conspired to sell Perez and similarly situated business owners DIRECTV satellite 

broadcast service for use in their respective business at residential rates in order to later threaten 

legal action against those same business owners for displaying DIRECTV programming in their 

businesses without a valid commercial license. 

1.2 On September 30, 2016, DIRECTV, LLC (“DTV”), contending that DGH 

was improperly named as a defendant, filed a motion to compel arbitration.  Dkt. 18.  On October 

5, 2016, LLO and Julie Cohen Lonstein also filed a motion to compel arbitration.  Dkt. 20.  On 

May 1, 2017, the Court denied both motions.  Dkt. 40.  
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1.3 On May 30, 2017, DGH filed a Notice of Appeal of the Court’s denial of its 

motion to compel arbitration.  Dkt. 43.  On May 31, 2017, LLO and Julie Cohen Lonstein also 

filed a Notice of Appeal of the Court’s denial of their motion to compel arbitration.  Dkt. 45.  On 

June 8, 2017, DGH filed a motion to stay the case pending its appeal.  Dkt. 49. 

1.4 On September 1, 2017, Perez filed a First Amended Complaint (“FAC”).  

Dkt. 69.  The FAC added defendants Signal Auditing, Inc. (“Signal”) and Wayne M. Lonstein.   

1.5 On September 22, 2017, the Court granted DGH’s motion to stay the case 

pending its appeal.  Dkt. 76. 

1.6 On October 19, 2018, the Ninth Circuit affirmed the decision of the Court 

denying the motions of DTV, LLO, and Julie Cohen Lonstein to compel arbitration.  Dkt. 83. 

1.7 On February 20, 2019, Perez filed a Second Amended Complaint (“SAC”).  

Dkt. 104.  The SAC contained a single count alleging violation of RICO. 

1.8 On March 22, 2019, DGH filed an answer to the SAC.  Dkt. 104. 

1.9 On March 22, 2019, LLO, Julie Cohen Lonstein and Wayne M. Lonstein 

(collectively, the “Lonstein Defendants”) filed a motion to dismiss the SAC.  Dkt. 106.  Also on 

March 22, 2019, Signal filed a motion to dismiss the SAC.  Dkt. 108.  On July 23, 2019, the Court 

denied both motions to dismiss.  Dkt. 133. 

1.10 On August 6, 2019, the Lonstein Defendants and Signal each filed answers 

to the SAC.  Dkts. 140, 141. 

1.11 On September 13, 2019, DGH filed an amended answer to the SAC.  

Dkt. 144. 
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1.12 On January 16, 2020, Perez filed a Third Amended Complaint (“TAC”).  

Dkt. 181.  The TAC added defendants DIRECTV, LLC (“DTV”) and DIRECTV Holdings, LLC 

(“DH”) (collectively, the “DIRECTV Defendants”).  

1.13 On January 31, 2020, the DIRECTV Defendants, the Lonstein Defendants, 

and Signal each filed answers to the TAC.  Dkts. 190, 191, 193, 194, 195. 

1.14 On October 9, 2020, the parties filed a stipulation to stay certain portions of 

the case pending mediation.  Dkt. 459.  On October 27, 2020, the Court entered an order staying 

certain portions of the case pending mediation.  Dkt. 468. 

1.15 On November 30, 2020, the parties engaged in a first mediation session 

before the Honorable Carl J. West (Ret.) at JAMS. 

1.16 On December 17, 2020, Plaintiffs filed a Fourth Amended Complaint 

(“4AC”).  Dkt. 468.  This complaint added four new plaintiffs. 

1.17 On January 4, 2021, Signal and the Lonstein Defendants each filed answers 

to the 4AC.  Dkts. 508, 509. 

1.18 On January 18, 2021, DGH, and DH each filed answers and counterclaims 

against Joseph Angelo (individually and on behalf of Stuft Surfer Café., Inc.), Paul Holt 

(individually and on behalf of 4 Dice Restaurant), and Gregory G. LaPlante (individually and on 

behalf of G and G Smog Test Center dba G and G Smog) .  Dkts. 513, 514.  On January 19, 2021, 

DTV filed an answer and counterclaim against the same Plaintiffs.  Dkt. 515. 

1.19 On March 2, 2021, the parties engaged in a second day of mediation with 

Judge West (Ret.) at JAMS.  With the assistance of Judge West, the parties continued settlement 

discussions through the date of this Agreement. 
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1.20 On March 23, 2021, plaintiffs Angelo, Holt, and LaPlante each filed 

answers to the counterclaims of DGH, DH, and DTV.  Dkts. 562, 563, 564. 

1.21 On July 23, 2021, August 24, 2021, and September 27, 2021, the Court 

continued the stay of certain portions of the case to permit the parties to continue ongoing 

settlement discussions. Dkts. 602, 606, 608. 

1.22 As a result of their ongoing efforts, Plaintiffs and the DIRECTV Defendants 

have reached the settlement memorialized in this Agreement. This Agreement was arrived at after 

extensive arm’s length negotiations conducted in good faith by counsel for the Signing Parties.  

1.23 The DIRECTV Defendants deny all of Plaintiffs’ Allegations and charges 

of wrongdoing or liability against them arising out of any of the conduct, statements, acts or 

omissions alleged, or that could have been alleged, in the Litigation. The DIRECTV Defendants 

also deny that Plaintiffs, the Settlement Class, or any Settlement Class Member, has suffered 

damage or harm by reason of any alleged conduct, statement, act or omission of any Defendant or 

group of Defendants. DIRECTV Defendants further deny that the evidence is sufficient to support 

a finding of liability on any of Plaintiffs’ claims in the Litigation. 

1.24 Plaintiffs’ Counsel has analyzed and evaluated the merits of the Signing 

Parties’ contentions and this Settlement as it impacts all the parties and the Settlement Class 

Members. Plaintiffs maintain their position that liability against all Defendants can be proven as 

to any claims that are the subject of the Agreement.  Plaintiffs enter into this Agreement with the 

intention to avoid further disputes and litigation with the attendant inconvenience and expenses.  

Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs’ Counsel are satisfied that the terms and conditions of this Agreement are 

fair, reasonable, adequate and equitable, and that a settlement of the Litigation and the prompt 
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provision of effective relief to the Settlement Class Members are in the best interest of the 

Settlement Class Members. 

1.25 DIRECTV Defendants agree that the Settlement is fair and reasonable in 

light of the merits and risks of the case. While continuing to deny all allegations of wrongdoing 

and disclaiming any liability with respect to any and all claims, DIRECTV Defendants 

nevertheless have chosen to enter into this Agreement in order to avoid further burden, expense, 

uncertainty, inconvenience, and interference with their ongoing business operations in defending 

the Litigation and put to rest the Released Claims. 

1.26 This Agreement reflects a compromise between the Signing Parties, and 

shall in no event be construed as or be deemed an admission or concession by any party of the 

truth of any allegation or the validity of any purported claim or defense asserted in any of the 

pleadings in the Litigation, or of any fault on the part of Defendants, and the DIRECTV Defendants 

expressly deny all such Allegations. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute an admission of 

liability or be used as evidence of liability, by or against any party to the Litigation. 

1.27 The Signing Parties agree, subject to approval by the Court, that the 

Litigation between Plaintiffs, on the one hand, and all Defendants in this action, on the other hand, 

shall be fully and finally compromised, settled and released on the terms and conditions set forth 

in this Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants and agreements set forth herein, 

and of the releases and dismissals of claims described below, the Signing Parties agree to this 

Settlement, subject to Court approval, under the following terms and conditions. 

II. DEFINITIONS 

A. Capitalized terms in this Agreement shall be defined as follows: 
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2.1 “Administrator” means Simpluris, an independent entity, which the Signing 

Parties will ask the Court to appoint, to provide services in the administration of this Settlement, 

including providing Class Notice to the Settlement Class Members, the processing and evaluation 

of Claims, and the processing of other documents or tasks as provided for in this Agreement or as 

otherwise agreed to by the Signing Parties or as ordered by the Court. 

2.2 “Administration Costs” means the actual and direct costs reasonably 

charged by the Administrator for its services as provided for in this Agreement or as otherwise 

agreed to by the Signing Parties and the Administrator or as ordered by the Court. The Signing 

Parties will request the Administrator provide a “not-to-exceed” price for its services. 

2.3 “Agreement,” “Settlement Agreement,” or “Settlement” means this Class 

Action Settlement Agreement, including all exhibits (designated A through C). 

2.4 “Allegations” means the allegations in any and all of the complaints filed in 

the Litigation, which are described in Part I above. 

2.5 “AT&T” means AT&T Inc., the former parent company of DIRECTV 

Defendants. 

2.6 “Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses” means such funds as may be awarded by 

the Court based on the Settlement described in this Agreement to compensate Plaintiffs’ Counsel 

as determined by the Court and described more particularly in Part VI of this Agreement. 

2.7 “Class Period” means the period between August 4, 2012 and the date on 

which the Court grants preliminary approval of the Settlement. 

2.8 “Class Representatives” means Plaintiffs Doneyda Perez, individually and 

on behalf of Oneida’s Beauty and Barber Salon, Marlys Nissen and Danny Nissen, individually 

and on behalf of Mo’s One More Lounge, Joseph Angelo, individually and on behalf of Stuft 
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Surfer Café, Inc., Gregory G. Laplante, individually and on behalf of G and G Smog Test Center 

dba G and G Smog, and Paul Holt, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice Restaurant. 

2.9 “Court” means the United States District Court for the Central District of 

California. 

2.10 “Defendants” means DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV, LLC, 

DIRECTV Holdings, LLC, Lonstein Law Offices, P.C., Signal Auditing, Inc., Julie Cohen 

Lonstein, and Wayne M. Lonstein, collectively. 

2.11 “DIRECTV Defendants” means DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, 

DIRECTV, LLC, and DIRECTV Holdings, LLC, collectively. 

2.12 “DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel” means the law firm of Mayer Brown 

LLP. 

2.13 “Effective Date” means the latest of the following: (a) thirty-one (31) days 

after the entry of the Final Approval Order and Judgment if no objections are filed or if objections 

are filed and overruled and no appeal is taken from the Final Approval Order and Judgment; or 

(b) if a timely appeal is made, three (3) business days after the date of the issuance of the mandate 

from the Court of Appeals affirming the Final Approval Order and Judgment in all respects and 

that affirmance is no longer subject to further appeal or review. 

2.14 “Email Notice” means a notice by email in substantially the same form as 

Exhibit A. 

2.15 “Final Approval” or “Final Approval Order” means an order granting final 

approval of this Settlement (without modification of the Settlement Agreement unless agreed upon 

by both Signing Parties) as binding upon the Signing Parties. 
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2.16 “Final Approval Hearing” means the final hearing to be conducted by the 

Court on such date as the Court may order to determine the fairness, adequacy, and reasonableness 

of the Settlement, to be held after Notice has been provided to Settlement Class Members in 

accordance with this Settlement, and where the Court will: (a) consider the merits of any objections 

to this Agreement and/or any aspect of the Settlement, (b) determine whether to grant Final 

Approval to the Settlement and enter the Final Approval Order and Judgment; (c) determine 

whether to approve Incentive Awards and in what amount(s); and (d) rule on Plaintiff’s Counsel’s 

application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses. 

2.17 “Incentive Award” means any award sought by application to and approval 

by the Court that is payable to any Plaintiff or Plaintiff(s) to compensate them for their efforts in 

bringing this Litigation and/or achieving the benefits of this settlement on behalf of the Settlement 

Class, as further discussed in Part VI. 

2.18 “Judgment” means the final judgment dismissing the Litigation against all 

Defendants in this Litigation with prejudice. 

2.19 “Litigation” means Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al, United 

States District Court for the Central District of California, Case No. 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM. 

2.20 “Long Form Notice” means a notice in substantially the same form as 

Exhibit B that the Administrator shall make available on the Settlement Website. 

2.21 “Net Settlement Fund” means the Total Settlement Fund less Incentive 

Awards, Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, Administration Costs, and any other amounts ordered by the 

Court. 
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2.22 “Notice” means all types of notice that will be provided to Settlement Class 

Members pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(c)(2) and 23(e), the Preliminary 

Approval Order, the Final Approval Order, and this Agreement. 

2.23 “Notice Date” means the date on which the Administrator initiates the 

Notice Plan, which shall be no later than thirty (30) days following the date of Preliminary 

Approval. 

2.24 “Notice Plan” means the procedure for providing notice to the Settlement 

Class, as set forth in Part VII. 

2.25 “Objection/Exclusion Deadline” means the deadline by which Settlement 

Class Members must submit objections to the Settlement or requests to be excluded from the 

Settlement, subject to the terms set forth in the Preliminary Approval Order, which is the date sixty 

(60) days after the Notice Date or such date otherwise ordered by the Court. 

2.26 “Plaintiffs” means Doneyda Perez, individually and on behalf of Oneida’s 

Beauty and Barber Salon, Marlys Nissen and Danny Nissen, individually and on behalf of Mo’s 

One More Lounge, Joseph Angelo, individually and on behalf of Stuft Surfer Café, Inc., Gregory 

G. Laplante, individually and on behalf of G and G Smog Test Center dba G and G Smog, and 

Paul Holt, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice Restaurant. 

2.27 “Plaintiffs’ Counsel,” or “Class Counsel” means Mahoney Law Group, 

APC and Lisa Clay, Attorney at Law, collectively, which are together counsel for the Class 

Representatives. 

2.28 “Platt Spreadsheets” means the two spreadsheets sent by order of the Court 

by Charles Platt of Bitscope Consulting, LLC to counsel for the Lonstein Defendants and Signing 
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Parties’ Counsel on June 26, 2021, named “DTV – Postage and Payments R1.lxsx” and “DTV – 

Class List R1.xlsb.”  

2.29 “Postcard Notice” means a notice substantially in the form of Exhibit C. 

2.30 “Preliminary Approval” or “Preliminary Approval Order” means an order 

entered by the Court preliminarily approving the terms and conditions of this Agreement and the 

Settlement without modification of the Settlement Agreement unless agreed to by Signing Parties. 

2.31 “Qualified Settlement Fund” means a designated settlement fund held in 

trust by the Administrator for this Settlement pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 468B.  

2.32 “Released Claims” means the claims released as set forth in Part VIII of this 

Agreement. 

2.33 “Released Class Members” means all Settlement Class Members and each 

of their respective current and former parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and 

current and former affiliated individuals and entities, legal successors, predecessors (including 

companies they have acquired, purchased, or absorbed), assigns, joint ventures, and each and all 

of their respective officers, partners, directors, owners, stockholders, servants, agents, 

shareholders, members, managers, principals, investment advisors, consultants, employees, 

representatives, attorneys, accountants, lenders, underwriters, benefits administrators, investors, 

funds, and insurers, past, present and future, and all persons acting under, by, through, or in concert 

with any of them. 

2.34 “Released Defendants” include all Defendants in this Litigation (including 

all defendants listed in Section 2.10) and each of their respective current and former parent 

companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and current and former affiliated individuals and 

entities, legal successors, predecessors (including companies they have acquired, purchased, or 
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absorbed), assigns, joint ventures, and each and all of their respective officers, partners, directors, 

owners, stockholders, servants, agents, shareholders, members, managers, principals, investment 

advisors, consultants, employees, representatives, attorneys, accountants, lenders, underwriters, 

benefits administrators, investors, funds, and insurers, past, present and future, and all persons 

acting under, by, through, or in concert with any of them. 

2.35 “Settlement Benefit” means the money to be distributed to each Settlement 

Class Member, which will vary based on how much money the Settlement Class Member paid to 

settle DIRECTV’s claims of commercial misuse against them, if any, as further described in Part 

III of this Agreement. 

2.36 “Settlement Class Members,”  “Settlement Class,” or “Class” means all 

businesses and business owners (including all natural persons and entities) in the United States 

who had DIRECTV services installed in their commercial establishment; who were subsequently 

audited by Defendant Signal Auditing, Inc.; and who at any time on or after the day four years 

prior to the date on which the original Complaint was filed (August 4, 2012) through the date the 

Court grants preliminary approval of the Settlement, received communications from Defendants 

Lonstein Law Offices, P.C., Wayne Lonstein, and/or Julie Cohen Lonstein on behalf of DIRECTV 

seeking money for allegedly unauthorized use of DIRECTV-licensed programming, including 

NFL Sunday Ticket or any other DIRECTV-related programming.  Excluded from the Settlement 

Class are (a) the Honorable Josephine L. Staton, the Honorable Douglas F. McCormick, the 

Honorable Carl West (Ret.) and any member of their immediate families; (b) any government 

entity; (c) any entity in which any Defendant has a controlling interest; (d) any subsidiaries, 

parents, affiliates, and officers, directors, employees, legal representatives, heirs, successors, or 
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assigns of any Defendant; (e) all counsel of record; and (f) any persons who timely opt out of the 

Settlement Class. 

2.37 “Settlement Class Member Payment” means a check sent by the 

Administrator to a Settlement Class Member as part or all of the Settlement Class Member’s 

Settlement Benefit. 

2.38 “Settlement Website” means an internet website created and maintained by 

the Administrator consistent with the entry of the Preliminary Approval Order to provide 

information regarding the Settlement and where Settlement Class Members can obtain information 

concerning requesting exclusion from or objecting to the Settlement. The URL of the Settlement 

Website shall be agreed to by the Signing Parties. 

2.39 “Signing Parties” means Class Representatives and the DIRECTV 

Defendants, collectively. 

2.40 “Total Settlement Fund” means a fund of a total of nine million four 

hundred thousand dollars ($9,400,000) to be paid by the DIRECTV Defendants in accordance with 

the terms of this Agreement.  That amount shall reflect the total monetary liability to Plaintiffs or 

Settlement Class Members for all Defendants in this Litigation; under no circumstances shall any 

Defendant be required to pay any additional amount under the Settlement to Plaintiffs, Settlement 

Class Members, counsel for Plaintiffs, or the Administrator. 

B. Conventions. All personal pronouns used in this Agreement, whether used in the 

masculine, feminine, or neuter gender, shall include all other genders and the singular shall include 

the plural and vice versa except where expressly provided to the contrary. All references herein to 

sections, paragraphs, and exhibits refer to sections, paragraphs, and exhibits of and to this 

Agreement, unless otherwise expressly stated in the reference. The headings and captions 

Case 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM   Document 619-1   Filed 03/22/22   Page 39 of 93   Page ID
#:14387



 13 

contained in this Agreement are inserted only as a matter of convenience and in no way define, 

limit, extend, or describe the scope of this Agreement or the intent of any provision thereof. 

III. SETTLEMENT BENEFITS 

3.1 Based on an analysis of the Lonstein Law Office records performed by a 

Court-appointed third-party, the Parties identified 16,733 Settlement Class Members.  Of these 

Settlement Class Members, the records reflect that 8,185 Settlement Class Members paid either 

nothing or less than $25.00 to LLO, and the remaining Settlement Class Members paid more than 

$900 each.  In full, complete, and final settlement and satisfaction of the Litigation and all Released 

Claims, and subject always to all of the terms, conditions, and provisions of this Agreement, 

including Court approval, Plaintiffs and DIRECTV Defendants agree to cause the following 

Settlement Benefits to be provided as follows: 

(a) Those Settlement Class Members who paid either nothing or less 

than $25.00 will received a fixed-sum payment of $25.00.  The remainder of the Net Settlement 

Fund will be distributed on a pro rata basis to the remaining Settlement Class Members, with 

Settlement Benefits for each Settlement Class Member calculated based on the amount of money 

each Settlement Class Member paid to LLO.  Each Settlement Class Member shall have one-

hundred and eighty (180) days to cash their Settlement Benefit check after it is issued. 

(b) Any of the funds that remain in the Net Settlement Fund after 60 

days following the date that the initial settlement checks have expired (the “Remainder”) will be 

distributed pro rata to each Settlement Class Member who cashed an initial settlement check. 

(“Remainder Distribution”).  If any funds remain in the Net Settlement Fund after the period for 

cashing the checks sent as part of the Remainder Distribution has expired, the remaining funds 

will be redistributed in the same manner until all funds are exhausted, but to the extent that a 
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distribution is administratively and economically not feasible, the remaining funds will be 

distributed to cy pres designated recipient(s), which will be one or more nonprofit organizations 

mutually agreed upon by the Signing Parties and approved and appointed by the Court. 

3.2 Distribution of Settlement Benefits. 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after an Order granting Preliminary 

Approval, DIRECTV Defendants shall deposit the Total Settlement Fund into a Qualified 

Settlement Fund with the Administrator. 

(b) A Settlement Class Member Payment shall be deemed to be 

delivered to the Settlement Class Member on the date on which the Administrator places the 

Settlement Class Member Payment in the U.S. mail, regardless of the date on which the Settlement 

Class Member receives it. 

(c) No Settlement Class Member shall have any claim against 

Defendants, Defendants’ Counsel, the Class Representative, Class Counsel, or the Administrator 

based on the mailings, distributions, or process of awarding a Settlement Class Member Payment 

made in accordance with this Agreement or any order of the Court. 

(d) Each Settlement Class Member is solely responsible for any tax 

consequence, including but not limited to penalties and interest, relating to or arising out of the 

receipt of any payment under this Settlement. 

IV. CLASS NOTICE AND SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

4.1 Subject to Court approval, the Signing Parties have agreed that providing 

Class Notice to the Settlement Class Members in the manner described herein is the best notice 

practicable under the circumstances. 
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4.2 The Signing Parties agree to the following procedures for giving notice of 

this Settlement to the Settlement Class Members: 

(a) Within ten (10) days of entry of the Preliminary Approval Order or 

on such date otherwise ordered by the Court, the DIRECTV Defendants shall deliver the Platt 

Spreadsheet to the Administrator, which the Administrator will rely upon in sending Class Notice 

and administering this Settlement as described herein. 

4.3 The Signing Parties agree that the Platt Spreadsheets shall be used to 

identify those individuals or businesses who are entitled to receive Class Notice.  Specifically, 

Class Notice shall be given to the following individuals or businesses listed on the “Details” sheet 

of the “DTV – Postage and Payments R1” spreadsheet, which the Signing Parties agree is the best 

available source for identifying potential Settlement Class Members: 

(a) Those individuals or businesses who, according to the records as 

reflected in the Platt Spreadsheets, were contacted by the Lonstein Law Office on behalf of 

DIRECTV regarding claims of commercial misuse; and 

(b) Those individuals or businesses who, according to the records as 

reflected in the Platt Spreadsheet, paid money to resolve DIRECTV’s claims of commercial misuse 

but did not receive a letter from the Lonstein Law Office. 

4.4 The Administrator shall use the list identified in Section 4.3 to prepare the 

Email Notice and Postcard Notice. 

4.5 No later than the Notice Date, the Administrator shall send a copy of the 

Email Notice to those individuals or businesses identified in Section 4.3 for whom an email address 

is available in the Platt Spreadsheets, or to an email address obtained by the Administrator by 

cross-referencing the mailing address information from the Platt Spreadsheets to one or more third-

Case 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM   Document 619-1   Filed 03/22/22   Page 42 of 93   Page ID
#:14390



 16 

party databases. In the case of Email Notice, such notice shall be sent at least three times, but if 

one or more of the emails is returned undeliverable, further Email Notice shall not be required for 

that individual or business and instead Postcard Notice shall be sent by mail if a mailing address 

is reasonably available. 

4.6 No later than the Notice Date, the Administrator shall send a copy of the 

Postcard Notice via First Class U.S. Mail to those individuals or businesses identified in Section 

4.3 for whom a physical mailing address is available but a valid email address is not available. The 

Administrator shall utilize the national change of address database or other appropriate skip-

tracing service that includes national change of address data to update the mailing list of the 

individuals or businesses identified in Section 4.3 for whom a mailing address is available, prior 

to sending Postcard Notice. 

4.7 If no valid email or physical address for an individual or business identified 

in Section 4.3 is available to the Administrator, the Administrator shall perform a single skip trace 

using an industry accepted source obtain an address to allow Postcard Notice to be sent, and shall 

send the Postcard Notice to the mailing address identified by the skip tracing. 

4.8 Any mailed Postcard Notices returned to the Administrator as undelivered 

and bearing a forwarding address shall be re-mailed by the Administrator within five (5) business 

days following receipt of the returned mail. If no forwarding address is available, and a skiptrace 

has not previously been performed on the individual or business, the Administrator shall perform 

a single skip trace using an industry-accepted source, to conduct an address update and send the 

Postcard Notices to the mailing addresses identified by the skip-tracing. 

4.9 No later than the Notice Date, the Administrator also shall launch the 

Settlement Website and toll-free number to provide information to potential Settlement Class 
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Members. The Settlement Website shall contain the Notice in both downloadable PDF format and 

HTML format with a clickable table of contents; answers to frequently asked questions; a Contact 

Information page that includes the address for the Administrator and addresses and telephone 

numbers for Plaintiffs’ Counsel; the Agreement; the signed order of Preliminary Approval; and 

(when it becomes available) Plaintiffs’ application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses and Incentive 

Awards. The Notice and other documents referenced will be agreed upon by the Signing Parties. 

The Settlement Website shall also be available in Spanish, Mandarin, Korean and Vietnamese.  

The Settlement Website shall remain accessible until ninety (90) days after all Settlement Class 

Member Payments are distributed. 

4.10 The Settlement Website shall also contain an email address, maintained by 

the Administrator, that is specifically dedicated to this Settlement.  For emails sent by Settlement 

Class Members requesting information beyond merely ministerial information regarding 

applicable deadlines or procedures for submitting an address change or requesting information 

related to other Settlement-related forms for which the Administrator does not have an approved 

response, the Administrator and/or its agent or employee shall promptly forward the email to Class 

Counsel. 

4.11 The Settlement Website shall also contain a toll-free number that Settlement 

Class Members can call for additional information.  The Administrator shall provide qualified and 

trained personnel (“Operators”) to answer calls to the toll-free number, including by returning calls 

when a voice message is left.  Operators will have access to Spanish-, Mandarin-, Korean-, and 

Vietnamese-language translators where necessary.  Operators may answer ministerial questions 

regarding such matters as the address to which opt-out forms may be sent.  If the caller requests 
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substantive information for which the Administrator does not have an authorized response, the 

Administrator will refer the callers to call Class Counsel. 

4.12 CAFA Notice. Within ten (10) days of entry of the Preliminary Approval 

Order, the Administrator shall serve notice of this Settlement upon appropriate state and federal 

officials pursuant to the Class Action Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1715.  The Administrator shall be 

responsible for drafting and preparing the notice in conformity with 28 U.S.C. § 1715 and for 

identifying the appropriate state and federal officials to be notified. 

4.13 Tax Treatment.  The Administrator shall be responsible for making all 

reporting and filings with respect to amounts payable under this Agreement pursuant to any 

federal, state, or local tax law or regulation hereunder under the EIN of the Qualified Settlement 

Fund account.  The Administrator shall also be responsible for filing and sending Form 1099, if 

necessary, to recipients of money under the Agreement.  Payments pursuant to this settlement will 

be deemed non-wage payments for which no employer side payroll taxes will be due, and no 

benefit shall increase or accrue as a result of payments made pursuant to this settlement.  Class 

Representatives, Settlement Class Members, and Class Counsel will be solely responsible for all 

taxes, interest, penalties, or other amounts due with respect to any payment received pursuant to 

the Agreement and shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Released Defendants in relation to 

any claim relating to the same.  Class Representatives, Settlement Class Members, and Class 

Counsel have not been given nor relied upon any tax advice from Released Defendants or 

DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel. 

4.14 The Administrator shall provide any information or declaration requested 

by the Signing Parties to assist with seeking Preliminary Approval and/or Final Approval. 
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4.15 The Signing Parties each represent that he, she, or it does not and will not 

have any financial interest in the Administrator ultimately appointed and otherwise will not have 

a relationship with the Administrator ultimately appointed that could create a conflict of interest. 

4.16 The Signing Parties acknowledge and agree that, in order to facilitate the 

communication of DIRECTV customer information by the Administrator, the proposed 

Preliminary Approval Order will expressly include provisions by which the Court orders the 

production of the Platt Spreadsheets to the Administrator, including relevant DIRECTV customer 

information included in the Platt Spreadsheets, and that the Court will authorize the Administrator 

to provide Class Counsel with such information for the sole purpose of effectuating the Settlement.    

4.17 The Signing Parties shall supervise the Administrator in the performance of 

the notice functions set forth in this Part. 

4.18 At the time the Plaintiffs apply for Preliminary Approval, the Administrator 

shall provide a declaration to the Court to support the Plaintiffs’ request for appointment of the 

Administrator. 

4.19 At least fourteen (14) days prior to the Final Approval Hearing, the 

Administrator shall certify to the Court that it has complied with the notice requirements set forth 

herein. 

V. NON-MONETARY RELIEF 

5.1 As part of this Settlement, the DIRECTV Defendants also agree: 

(a)  Not to retain the Lonstein Law Office or any of the Lonstein 

Defendants in any capacity for matters involving potential claims of commercial misuse by 

DIRECTV’s customers; 
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(b) Within 45 days of the Effective Date, or any time before at 

DIRECTV’s discretion, DIRECTV will include text as follows (in bold font) to the Order 

Confirmation Documents provided to residential customers of DIRECTV-branded satellite 

services:  “You have chosen a residential service plan.  Residential service plans are intended 

for residential use only and may not be lawfully used in commercial settings.”  This text will 

be the second point among the applicable terms and conditions provided in the Order Confirmation 

Documents, and will appear in the same size as other listed points. 

5.2 The DIRECTV Defendants shall also have the right to revise their Order 

Confirmation Documents in a manner that is consistent with any prospective changes to applicable 

law. 

VI. ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND EXPENSES AND INCENTIVE AWARDS 

6.1 Plaintiffs’ Counsel may make application to the Court for an award of 

Attorneys’ Fees as compensation for the time and effort undertaken in and risks of pursuing this 

Litigation, but agree that the Attorneys’ Fees Award requested shall not exceed $3,133,333.33 (i.e. 

one-third of the Total Settlement Fund), subject to the Court’s approval. Plaintiffs’ Counsel may 

also make an application to the Court for an award of Expenses incurred in litigation up to 

$155,000.00, also to be taken from the Total Settlement Fund, subject to the Court’s approval. 

With the exception of the applications for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses discussed in this 

Paragraph, Plaintiffs’ Counsel shall not be permitted to petition the Court for any additional 

payments for fees, costs or expenses from Defendants.  The Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses shall 

be for all claims for attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses, past, present, and future incurred in the 

Litigation in connection with any of the Plaintiffs’ claims against Defendants.  Nothing in this 
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Agreement shall prevent Signing Parties from seeking from an objector their own attorneys’ fees 

and costs related to any appeal by that objector to the Settlement, as permitted by law. 

6.2 DIRECTV Defendants agree that, provided Plaintiffs’ application for 

Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses is consistent with Section 6.1, they shall not oppose Plaintiffs’ 

application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses. 

6.3 Payment of Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses to Plaintiffs’ Counsel (to the 

extent any such fees and expenses are awarded by the Court) from the Total Settlement Fund shall 

constitute full satisfaction by DIRECTV Defendants of any claim to pay any amounts to any 

person, attorney or law firm for attorneys’ fees, expenses, or costs in the Litigation incurred by 

any attorney on behalf of Plaintiffs or the Settlement Class, and shall relieve Defendants and 

Defendants’ Counsel of any other claims or liability to any other attorney or law firm for any 

attorneys’ fees, expenses, and/or costs to which any of them may claim to be entitled on behalf of 

Plaintiffs or the Settlement Class. 

6.4 Plaintiffs may also apply to the Court for Incentive Awards in a reasonable 

amount as compensation for their time and effort undertaken in and risks of pursuing this Litigation 

and of continuing to pursue the interests of the Settlement Class. 

6.5 The Incentive Awards (if any) shall be deducted from the Total Settlement 

Fund and shall represent the total obligation of the DIRECTV Defendants to pay money to 

Plaintiffs, in connection with the Litigation and this Settlement, other than amounts due to 

Plaintiffs as Settlement Benefits pursuant to this Agreement. 

6.6 Any Incentive Award awarded by the Court shall be paid by the 

Administrator to Plaintiffs within thirty (30) days of the Effective Date.  
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6.7 Plaintiffs’ Counsel and Plaintiff agree that the denial of, reduction or 

downward modification of, or failure to grant any application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses 

or Incentive Award shall not constitute grounds for modification or termination of this Agreement, 

including the Settlement and releases provided for herein. 

6.8 Except as set forth in this Agreement, each Party shall bear their own fees, 

costs, and expenses. 

VII. CLASS SETTLEMENT PROCEDURES 

7.1 Preliminary Approval. As soon as practicable after the signing of this 

Agreement, Plaintiffs shall move, solely for purposes of this Settlement, for a Preliminary 

Approval Order.  The Signing Parties shall seek to schedule a Final Approval Hearing to occur 

approximately one hundred thirty (130) days after the Preliminary Approval. 

7.2 The Preliminary Approval Order and Class Notice shall advise prospective 

Settlement Class Members of their rights to exclude themselves from the Settlement, forgo the 

benefits of this Settlement, and reserve the right to pursue an individual action; to object to this 

settlement individually or through counsel; and to appear at the Final Approval Hearing. 

7.2.1 Exclusions. Settlement Class Members and persons purporting to act on 

their behalf who decide to be excluded from this Settlement must submit to the Administrator a 

written statement requesting exclusion from the Settlement by the Objection/Exclusion Deadline 

or by such date otherwise ordered by the Court. Such written request for exclusion must (i) contain 

the name and address of the person or entity requesting exclusion, (ii) be made by mailing a valid 

exclusion request by First Class U.S. Mail to the Administrator at the specified address as 

described in the Class Notice, (iii) include the statement that “I request to be excluded from the 

proposed class settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, et al., No. 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-
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DFM (C.D. Cal.)”; (iv) be signed by the person requesting exclusion, if the Settlement Class 

Member is a person; or signed by a representative of the entity requesting exclusion, if the 

Settlement Class Member is an entity; and (v) be postmarked on or before the Objection/Exclusion 

Deadline in order to be valid.  

(a) Settlement Class Members who do not submit a timely and valid 

written request for exclusion consistent with this Section shall be deemed to be a member of the 

Settlement Class and as such shall be bound by all terms of the Settlement and the Final Approval 

Order and Judgment if the Settlement is approved by the Court. 

(b) A Settlement Class Member who is excluded from this Settlement 

shall not be bound by this Settlement or any Final Approval Order entered by the Court approving 

this Settlement, shall not be permitted to object to this Settlement, and shall not be entitled to 

receive any of the benefits of the Settlement. 

(c) The Preliminary Approval Order shall provide that no person or 

entity shall purport to exercise any exclusion rights of any other person or entity, or purport to 

exclude other Settlement Class Members as a group, aggregate, or class involving more than one 

Settlement Class Member, or as an agent or representative, including for any parents, subsidiaries, 

or affiliates of the Settlement Class Member submitting the request for exclusion. Any such 

purported exclusion shall be void, and any Settlement Class Members who are the subject of the 

purported opt-out shall be treated as Settlement Class Members for all purposes. Nothing in this 

provision shall bar a Settlement Class Member from retaining an attorney to exercise that 

Settlement Class Member’s exclusion rights. 

(d) Within three (3) business days following the Objection/Exclusion 

Deadline, the Administrator shall provide in writing to DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel and Class 
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Counsel the names of those individuals or businesses who have requested exclusion from the 

Settlement in a valid and timely manner, and Plaintiffs’ Counsel shall file that list with the Court, 

with service on DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel with the Motion for Final Approval of the 

Settlement. 

(e) Each and every Plaintiff acknowledges and agrees that they will not 

exclude themselves from this Settlement. 

7.2.2 Objections. Settlement Class Members and persons purporting to act on 

their behalf who wish to object to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of the Settlement or 

this Agreement, any request for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses, or any request for an Incentive 

Award shall submit a written notice of objection in accordance with the following procedures: 

(a) Settlement Class Members who wish to object must submit a written 

statement of objection to the Settlement Administrator who will then forward to Plaintiffs’ Counsel 

and DIRECTV Defendants’ counsel. Plaintiffs’ Counsel will then file them with the Court through 

the ECF System within 5 court days of receipt from the Administrator.   

(b) To be valid, an Objection must include: (a) a reference to this case, 

Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, et al., No. 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.) and the name 

of the presiding judge, the Hon. Josephine L. Staton; (b) the name, address, telephone number, 

and, if available, the email address of the individual or business objecting, and if represented by 

counsel, of his/her/its counsel; (c) a written statement of all grounds for the Objection, 

accompanied by any legal support for such Objection; (d) a statement of whether he/she/it intends 

to appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either with or without counsel; (e) a statement explaining 

the objectors’ basis for asserting that the objector is a member of the Settlement Class, and (f) a 

detailed list of any other objections submitted by the Settlement Class Member, or his/her/its 
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counsel, to any class actions submitted in any court, whether state or otherwise, in the United States 

in the previous five (5) years. Any Settlement Class Member who fails to timely submit a written 

objection prior to the Objection/Exclusion Deadline shall be deemed to have waived his/her/its 

objections, and those objections will not be considered by the Court. 

(c) Any objecting Settlement Class Member may appear, in person or 

by counsel, at the Final Approval Hearing to show cause why this Settlement and this Agreement 

should not be approved as fair, adequate, and reasonable or to object to any request for a Attorneys’ 

Fees and Expenses or Incentive Award. If the Court makes the Final Approval Hearing available 

via Zoom or via other means of remote appearance, a remote appearance shall be considered 

equivalent to an in-person appearance, with all the rights and obligations attendant thereto.   

(d) Any Settlement Class Member who submits a timely written request 

for exclusion from the Settlement shall not be permitted to object to the Settlement. Any written 

objection submitted by a Settlement Class Member who has submitted a timely written request for 

exclusion from the Settlement will not be heard during the Final Approval Hearing and the 

Settlement Class Member’s objection(s) shall be waived. 

(e) Any Settlement Class Member who submits a written objection in 

accordance with this Section shall be entitled to all of the benefits of the Settlement and this 

Agreement and shall be bound by all terms of the Settlement and the Final Approval Order and 

Judgment if the Settlement is approved by the Court. 

(f) The Administrator shall serve on Plaintiffs’ and DIRECTV 

Defendants’ Counsel any written objections to the Settlement received within fifteen (15) days 

following the Objection/Exclusion Deadline. Plaintiffs’ Counsel will file all written objections 

with the Court within five (5) court days of receipt.  
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7.3 Final Approval and Judgment. After Preliminary Approval, provision of 

Class Notice to the Settlement Class Members, and the expiration of the Objection/Exclusion 

Deadline, a Final Approval Hearing shall be held on a date set by the Court.   

7.4 Conditions Impacting Finality of Settlement. 

(a) The Signing Parties expressly agree that in the event of any of the 

following conditions: (i) the Court does not preliminarily approve the Settlement; (ii) the Court 

does not finally approve the Settlement; (iii) the Court does not enter the Final Approval Order 

and Judgment; (iv) the Court makes any modification to the Settlement not agreed to by all Signing 

Parties (including by conditioning the Preliminary Approval Order or Final Approval Order on 

any material change not agreed to by all Signing Parties); (v) the Preliminary Approval Order or 

Final Approval Order is vacated, modified, or reversed, in whole or in part—except with respect 

to any rulings on any Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses or Incentive Award; and/or (vi) this Settlement 

does not become final for any reason; any of the Signing Parties may declare this Agreement to be 

null and void ab initio and any order entered by the Court in furtherance of this Settlement shall 

be treated as withdrawn or vacated by stipulation of the Signing Parties (subject to Court approval) 

and DIRECTV Defendants shall have no further obligation under this Agreement; provided, 

however, that in the event of the denial of Preliminary Approval or Final Approval, the Class 

Representative and/or DIRECTV Defendants may pursue any available appellate remedy in 

support of the Settlement or this Agreement. Nothing herein is intended to restrict or limit the 

rights of either DIRECTV Defendants or the Class Representatives to appeal any order of this 

Court in the event the Settlement is not finally approved for any reason. During the pendency of 

any appeal of the denial of Preliminary Approval or Final Approval, this Agreement shall remain 

valid and binding. 
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(b) If any of the conditions outlined in Section 7.4(a) occur such that 

this Settlement does not become final, the Signing Parties shall proceed in all respects as if this 

Agreement had not been executed; and DIRECTV Defendants and Class Representatives shall 

jointly be responsible for the payment of reasonable Administration Costs actually incurred for 

services already incurred up to such time, with each Signing Party paying 50% of such expenses.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, neither the denial of, an appeal of, a modification of, nor a reversal 

on appeal of any Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses or Incentive Award shall constitute grounds for 

cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

(c) If Preliminary Approval is denied and one or more Signing Parties 

declares this Agreement to be null and void ab initio pursuant to Section 7.4(a), the Signing Parties 

shall be returned to their respective statuses as of the date immediately prior to the execution of 

this Agreement on the latest of the following events (i) the thirty-first (31st) day following the 

denial of Preliminary Approval; or (ii) the conclusion of any appeal or writ of mandamus from the 

denial of Preliminary Approval. 

(d) If Final Approval is denied and one or more Signing Parties declares 

this Agreement to be null and void ab initio pursuant to Section 7.4(a), the Signing Parties shall 

be returned to their respective statuses as of the date immediately prior to the execution of this 

Agreement on the latest of the following events: (i) the thirty-first (31st) day following the denial 

of Final Approval; or (ii) the conclusion of any appeal or writ of mandamus from the denial of 

Final Approval. 

(e) Notwithstanding any of the above, the Signing Parties agree that if 

the Court conditions preliminary approval solely on a change in deadlines associated with this 

Agreement—such as the number of days provided to Settlement Class Members to cash Settlement 
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Benefit checks—such conditional approval will not nullify this Agreement.  Instead, the Signing 

Parties agree that they will agree to make the Court’s requested changes to dates or deadlines 

unless such changes impact the Signing Parties’ obligations in a material way.  For the avoidance 

of doubt, this subparagraph only applies if the only change requested by the Court is a change to 

deadlines or dates.  

7.5 Effect if Settlement Not Approved or Agreement is Terminated. This 

Agreement is entered into only for purposes of settlement. In the event that Preliminary Approval 

or Final Approval of this Agreement does not occur for any reason, including without limitation 

termination of this Agreement pursuant to Section 7.4, or if Final Approval is reversed on appeal, 

then no term or condition of this Agreement, or any draft thereof, or discussion, negotiation, 

documentation, or other part or aspect of the Plaintiffs and all Defendants’ settlement discussions 

shall have any effect, nor shall any such matter be admissible in evidence for any purpose in the 

Litigation, or in any other proceeding; the Litigation may continue as if the Settlement had not 

occurred; and the Plaintiffs and all Defendants returned to their pre-Settlement litigation posture. 

The Signing Parties agree that all drafts, discussions, negotiations, documentation or other 

information prepared in relation to this Agreement, and the Signing Parties’ settlement discussions, 

shall be treated as strictly confidential and may not, absent a court order, be disclosed to any person 

other than the Signing Parties’ counsel, and only for purposes of the Litigation except as required 

in presenting approval of the Settlement to the Court. 

VIII. RELEASES 

8.1 Releases By Settlement Class Members. Upon the Effective Date, 

Settlement Class Members, including any person claiming derivative rights of any Settlement 

Class Member as the Settlement Class Member’s parent, child, heir, guardian, associate, co-owner, 

Case 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM   Document 619-1   Filed 03/22/22   Page 55 of 93   Page ID
#:14403



 29 

attorney, agent, administrator, executor, devisee, predecessor, successor, assignee, assigns, 

representative of any kind, shareholder, partner, director, employee or affiliate, shall have 

unconditionally, completely, and irrevocably released and discharged the Released Defendants, 

and each of them, any and all claims, demands, debts, liabilities, actions, causes of action of every 

kind and nature, obligations, damages, losses, costs, whether known or unknown, actual or 

potential, suspected or unsuspected, direct or indirect, contingent or fixed, arising out of, related 

to, or connected in any way to the allegations contained in the Fourth Amended Complaint and, 

more specifically, the prosecution of commercial misuse claims against Settlement Class Members 

by the Lonstein Law Office on behalf of DIRECTV or AT&T, including any auditing performed 

by Signal Auditing, regardless of whether or not such audit resulted in any action by the Lonstein 

Law Office that are alleged to have occurred within the Class Period. 

8.2 Releases By Plaintiffs. Upon the Effective Date, in addition to the releases 

in Section 8.1, Plaintiffs (for purposes of this Part VIII, “Plaintiffs” includes not only each 

individual Plaintiff and his/her/its parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, predecessors, successors, agents, 

assigns, and attorneys but also each and every entity on whose behalf any Plaintiff brings his/her/its 

claims and any parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, predecessors, successors, agents, assigns, or 

attorneys for those entities) shall have fully, finally, unconditionally, completely, irrevocably, 

forever released, relinquished, and discharged the Released Defendants, and each of them, any and 

all claims, demands, debts, liabilities, actions, causes of action of every kind and nature, 

obligations, damages, losses, costs, whether known or unknown, actual or potential, suspected or 

unsuspected, direct or indirect, contingent or fixed, whether based upon any violation of any state 

or federal statute or common law or regulation or otherwise, that Plaintiffs may have had in the 

past or now have against the Released Defendants, and each of them. 
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8.3 Releases By the DIRECTV Defendants.  Upon Final Approval, the 

DIRECTV Defendants, and including any person or entity claiming derivative rights of the 

DIRECTV Defendants, shall have fully, finally, unconditionally, completely, irrevocably, forever 

released, relinquished, and discharged the Released Class Members, and shall be forever barred 

from instituting, maintaining, or prosecuting any and all claims, liens, demands, actions, causes of 

action, rights, duties, obligations, damages or liabilities related solely to allegations of commercial 

misuse of DIRECTV services which are claimed to have occurred within the Class Period against 

any Released Class Members.  The claims released in the foregoing sentence include any and all 

such claims by the DIRECTV Defendants and the DIRECTV Defendants’ attorneys, employees, 

agents, assignees, parents, subsidiaries, and affiliates to the fullest extent that the DIRECTV 

Defendants have authority to release them, and the DIRECTV Defendants represent they have not 

assigned any rights regarding allegations of commercial misuse or any other allegations related to 

the factual claims as pled in any of the complaints in the Litigation to any third party, agent or 

attorney (apart from ordinary collection of debts owed for failure to pay for AT&T or DIRECTV 

service).  This release does not include any disputes, between the DIRECTV Defendants and any 

Settlement Class Members, that are outside of the allegations as alleged and pled in any of the 

complaints in the Litigation, and this release does not include any disputes, between the DIRECTV 

Defendants and any Settlement Class Members, arising out of the customer terms of service 

provided by the DIRECTV Defendants or payment to the DIRECTV Defendants for DIRECTV 

services provided.  Similarly, this release shall not prohibit the DIRECTV Defendants’ ability to 

use their legally-appropriate processes to address Settlement Class Members’ commercial misuse, 

if any, through conversion of the Settlement Class Member accounts and/or termination of the 

account for events arising after the end of the Class Period.  
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8.4 Waiver of Provisions of California Civil Code Section 1542. The Plaintiffs 

and DIRECTV Defendants shall, by operation of Final Approval and Judgment, be deemed to have 

waived the provisions, rights and benefits of California Civil Code Section 1542, and any similar 

law of any state or territory of the United States or principle of common law. In addition, 

Settlement Class Members shall, by operation of Final Approval and Judgment, be deemed to have 

waived the provisions, rights and benefits of California Civil Code Section 1542, and any similar 

law of any state or territory of the United States or principle of common law, but only with respect 

to the matters released as set forth in Sections 8.1-8.2 above. Section 1542 provides: 

A general release does not extend to claims that the creditor or releasing party 
does not know or suspect to exist in his or her favor at the time of executing 
the release and that, if known by him or her, would have materially affected 
his or her settlement with the debtor or released party. 

The DIRECTV Defendants and Plaintiffs shall, by operation of the Final Approval Order and 

Judgment, be deemed to assume the risk that facts additional, different, or contrary to the facts 

which each believes or understands to exist, may now exist or may be discovered after the releases 

set forth in this Agreement becomes effective, and the Signing Parties and Settlement Class 

Members shall, by operation of the Final Approval Order and Judgment, be deemed to have agreed 

that any such additional, different, or contrary facts shall in no way limit, waive, or reduce the 

foregoing releases, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

8.5 Effectuation of Settlement. None of the above releases include releases of 

claims to enforce the terms of the Settlement provided for in this Agreement. This Agreement is 

the sole and exclusive remedy for any and all claims released in Sections 8.1-8.3. 

8.6 Covenant Not To Sue. Plaintiffs agree and covenant not to sue any Released 

Party with respect to any of the claims released in Sections 8.1-8.2, or otherwise to assist others in 

doing so, and agree to be forever barred from doing so, in any court of law or equity, or any other 
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forum. Each Settlement Class Member will be deemed to have agreed and covenanted not to sue 

any Released Defendants with respect to any of the claims released in Section 8.1, and agree to be 

forever barred from doing so, in any court of law or equity, or any other forum. 

8.7 No Admission of Liability. This Agreement reflects, among other things, 

the compromise and settlement of disputed claims among the Signing Parties hereto, and neither 

this Agreement nor the releases given herein, nor any consideration therefor, nor any actions taken 

to carry out this Agreement are intended to be, nor may they be deemed or construed to be, an 

admission or concession of liability, or the validity of any claim, or defense, or of any point of fact 

or law (including but not limited to matters respecting class certification) on the part of any Party. 

DIRECTV Defendants expressly deny the Allegations. Neither this Agreement, nor the fact of 

settlement, nor the settlement proceedings, nor settlement negotiations, nor any related document, 

shall be used as an admission of any fault or omission by the Released Defendants, or be offered 

or received in evidence as an admission, concession, presumption, or inference of any wrongdoing 

by the Released Defendants in any proceeding, except that this Agreement may be offered or 

received in evidence in such proceedings as may be necessary to consummate, interpret, or enforce 

this Agreement.  This paragraph applies whether the Agreement becomes effective, does not 

become effective, or is cancelled, withdrawn, or terminated for any reason,  

IX. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

9.1 No Collateral Attack. This Agreement shall not be subject to collateral  

attack by any Settlement Class Members or their representatives any time on or after the Effective 

Date. Prohibited collateral attacks shall include, but are not limited to, assertions that a Settlement 

Class Member’s claim should have been heard or decided by another forum, that a Settlement 

Class Member’s claim was improperly denied, that the payment to a Settlement Class Member 

Case 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM   Document 619-1   Filed 03/22/22   Page 59 of 93   Page ID
#:14407



 33 

was improperly calculated, or that a Settlement Class Member’s request for exclusion was 

improperly denied. 

9.2 Non-Disparagement. The Signing Parties agree that they will not—and will 

direct their respective counsel not to—make or cause to be made any statements that disparage 

Plaintiffs, DIRECTV Defendants or their employees, or any of the other persons or entities 

released in Sections 8.1-8.3. The Signing Parties also agree that they will not—and will direct their 

respective counsel not to—encourage any person to disparage Plaintiffs, DIRECTV Defendants or 

their employees, or any of the other Released Defendants. Disparagement includes, but is not 

limited to, statements made by any Internet posting or use of social media. Disparagement does 

not include statements that recite or refer to the Allegations of the Litigation or terms of the 

Agreement, statements made in the litigation, nor does it include any good faith claim or allegation 

of a legal violation in the future. 

9.3 Cooperation. All of the Signing Parties, their successors and assigns, and 

their attorneys agree to work reasonably and cooperatively in order to obtain Court approval of 

this Agreement and to effectuate the Settlement, and to provide declarations to facilitate the 

Court’s Preliminary Approval and Final Approval of the Settlement. The Signing Parties further 

agree to cooperate in the Settlement administration process and implementation of the Settlement 

and to make all reasonable efforts to control and minimize the costs and expenses incurred in the 

administration and implementation of the Settlement. 

9.4 Change of Time Periods. The time periods and/or dates described in this 

Agreement with respect to the giving of notices and hearings are subject to approval and change 

by the Court or by the written agreement of Plaintiffs’ Counsel and DIRECTV Defendants’ 

Counsel, without notice to Settlement Class Members. 
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9.5 Time for Compliance. If the date for performance of any act required by or 

under this Agreement falls on a Saturday, Sunday or court holiday, that act may be performed on 

the next business day with the same effect as if it had been performed on the day or within the 

period of time specified by or under this Agreement. 

9.6 Governing Law. This Agreement is intended to and shall be governed by 

federal law and the laws of the State of California, without regard to conflicts of law principles. 

9.7 Entire Agreement. The terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement and 

its exhibits constitute the complete and exclusive statement of the agreement between the Signing 

Parties hereto relating to the subject matter of this Agreement, superseding all previous 

negotiations and understandings, and may not be contradicted by evidence of any prior or 

contemporaneous agreement. The Signing Parties further intend that this Agreement constitute the 

complete and exclusive statement of its terms as between the Signing Parties, and that no extrinsic 

evidence whatsoever may be introduced in any agency or judicial proceeding, if any, involving the 

interpretation of this Agreement. In executing this Agreement, the Signing Parties acknowledge 

that they have not relied upon any oral or written understandings, negotiations, agreements, 

statements, or promises that are not set forth in this Agreement. The Signing Parties also 

acknowledge and agree that each has been represented by its own counsel with respect to the 

negotiating and drafting of this Settlement and this Agreement. All exhibits to this Agreement as 

set forth herein are integrated herein and are to be considered terms of this Agreement as if fully 

set forth herein. 

9.8 Modifications. Any amendment or modification of the Agreement must be 

in writing signed by all of the Signing Parties to this Agreement or their counsel. The Signing 

Parties agree that nonmaterial amendments or modifications to this Agreement may be made in 
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writing after Preliminary Approval without the need to seek the Court’s approval, including 

spelling errors, numbering, grammar corrections, etc. If the Court indicates, prior to Preliminary 

Approval or Final Approval, that the Settlement will not be approved unless certain changes are 

made, the Signing Parties will attempt in good faith to reach an agreement as to any such changes 

prior to withdrawing from this Agreement. However, if no such agreement can be reached within 

forty-five (45) days after the Court indicates that the Settlement will not be approved unless certain 

changes are made, then the Class Representatives or DIRECTV Defendants may terminate and 

withdraw from this Agreement in accordance with Section 7.4. Termination of the Agreement 

must be made by written notice served on Signing Parties. Without further order of the Court, the 

Signing Parties may agree in writing to reasonable extensions of time to carry out any of the 

provisions of this Agreement or the Preliminary Approval Order as long as the Signing Parties 

adhere to the Court ordered deadlines. 

9.9 Advice of Counsel. The determination of the terms of, and the drafting of, 

this Agreement have been by mutual agreement after extensive arm’s-length, bilateral 

negotiations, with consideration by and participation of all Signing Parties and their counsel. The 

presumption found in California Civil Code section 1654 that uncertainties in a contract are 

interpreted against the party causing an uncertainty to exist is hereby waived by all Signing Parties. 

9.10 No Tax Advice. Neither Class Counsel nor DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel 

intends anything contained herein to constitute legal advice regarding the tax consequences of any 

amount paid hereunder nor shall it be relied upon as such. 

9.11 Conflicts. In the event of a conflict between this Agreement and any other 

document prepared pursuant to the Settlement, the terms of this Agreement supersede and control. 
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9.12 No Waiver. Any failure by any Signing Party to insist upon the strict 

performance by any other Signing Party of any provision of this Agreement shall not be deemed a 

waiver of any provision of this Agreement and such Signing Party, notwithstanding such failure, 

shall have the right thereafter to insist upon the specific performance of any and all of the 

provisions of this Agreement. 

9.13 Warranties. Each signatory to this Agreement hereby warrants that she/he/it 

has the authority to execute this Agreement and thereby bind the respective Signing Party. The 

Plaintiffs each warrant and represent that she/he/it is the sole and lawful owner of all rights, title, 

and interest in and to all of the claims identified in Sections 8.1-8.2 and that she/he/it has not 

heretofore voluntarily, by operation of law or otherwise, sold, assigned, or transferred or purported 

to sell, assign, or transfer to any other person or entity any claims identified in Sections 8.1-8.2 or 

any part or portion thereof.  

9.14 Binding Effect of the Agreement. This Agreement shall be valid and 

binding as to the Signing Parties and their respective heirs, legal representatives, executors, 

administrators, successors, and assigns upon signing by all Signing Parties. 

9.15 Execution in Counterparts. This Agreement shall become effective upon its 

execution by all of the undersigned. The Signing Parties may execute this Agreement in 

counterparts and/or by fax or electronic mail, and execution of counterparts shall have the same 

force and effect as if all Signing Parties had signed the same instrument. 

9.16 Enforcement of this Agreement. The Court shall retain jurisdiction to 

enforce, interpret, and implement this Agreement.  
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9.17 Notices. All notices to the Signing Parties or counsel required by this 

Agreement, shall be made in writing and communicated by mail and fax or email to the following 

addresses:  

If to Plaintiffs or Plaintiffs’ Counsel: 

Katherine J. Odenbreit 
Mahoney Law Group, APC 
249 E. Ocean Boulevard, Suite 814 
Long Beach, CA 90802  
Telephone: (562) 590-5550 
Fax: (562) 590-8400 
Email: kodenbreit@mahoney-law.net 
 
Lisa L. Clay 
Lisa L. Clay, Attorney at Law 
2100 Manchester Road, Suite 1612 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
Telephone: (630)456-4818 
Email: lisa@clayatlaw.com 
 

 
If to DIRECTV Defendants or DIRECTV Defendants’ Counsel: 

Matthew H. Marmolejo 
Mayer Brown LLP 
350 S. Grand Avenue, 25th Floor  
Los Angeles, CA 90071  
Telephone: (213) 229-2613  
Fax : (213) 625-0248 
Email: mmarmolejo@mayerbrown.com 

 
9.18 Confidentiality. 

(a) The Signing Parties agree to keep the existence and contents of the 

Agreement confidential until the filing of the motion for Preliminary Approval, unless otherwise 

ordered by the Court. All other settlement communications shall remain confidential. This 

provision will not prevent the disclosure of the memorandum of understanding or Agreement prior 

to the filing of the motion for Preliminary Approval with the Court to: (1) regulators, rating 

agencies, independent accountants, advisors, financial analysts, agents, existing or potential 
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insurers or reinsurers, experts, courts, co-counsel, any existing or potential investor of or any 

existing or potential lender to any of the Signing Parties, (2) the Administrator as may reasonably 

be required to effectuate the Settlement, and/or as otherwise required to comply with any 

applicable law or regulation; and/or (3) any person or entity to whom the Signing Parties agree in 

writing disclosure must be made to effectuate the Settlement. 

(b) Nothing in this Agreement will be construed to prohibit 

communications between the DIRECTV Defendants and any of their respective current and former 

parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and current and former affiliated individuals 

and entities, legal successors, predecessors (including companies they have acquired, purchased, 

or absorbed), assigns, joint ventures, and each and all of their respective officers, partners, 

directors, owners, stockholders, servants, agents, shareholders, members, managers, principals, 

investment advisors, consultants, employees, representatives, attorneys, accountants, lenders, 

underwriters, benefits administrators, investors, funds, and insurers, past, present and future, and 

all persons acting under, by, through, or in concert with any of them, about the Settlement or any 

related topic. 

(c) If contacted by a Settlement Class Member, Class Counsel may 

provide advice or assistance regarding any aspect of the Settlement requested by the Settlement  

Class Member. At no time shall any of the Signing Parties or their counsel or their agents seek to 

solicit Settlement Class Members or any other persons to submit written objections to the 

Settlement or requests for exclusion from the Settlement; or encourage Settlement Class Members 

or any persons to appeal from the Preliminary Approval Order and/or the Final Approval Order 

and Judgment. Except for the limitations on communications set forth in this Section 9.18(c), the 
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DIRECTV Defendants may continue to communicate with Settlement Class Members in the 

regular and ordinary course of business. 

(d) The Plaintiffs agree that the discussions and the information

exchanged in the course of negotiating this Settlement and Agreement are confidential and were 

made available on the condition that they not be disclosed to third parties, that they not be the 

subject of public comment, and that they not be publicly disclosed or used by the Class 

Representatives or Class Counsel in any way in the Litigation should it not settle or in any other 

proceeding. 

9.19 Confidential Documents. The Signing Parties reaffirm their obligation to 

comply with Stipulated Protective Order (Dkt. 183) regarding confidential information.  

9.20 Exhibits. The Exhibits to the Agreement are an integral part of the 

Settlement and are hereby incorporated and made part of the Agreement. 

9.21 Complete Resolution. The Signing Parties intend for this Agreement to be 

a complete and final resolution of all disputes between them with respect to the Litigation. 
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APPROVED AND AGREED: 
DATED:  DONEYDA PEREZ, individually and on behalf of 

Oneida�s Beauty and Barber Salon 

Doneyda Perez 
Plaintiff 

DATED: March___, 2022 MARLYS NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  

Marlys Nissen 
Plaintiff 

DATED: March___, 2022 DANNY NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  

Danny Nissen 
Plaintiff 

DATED: JOSEPH ANGELO, individually and on behalf of Stuft 
Surfer Café, Inc. 

Joseph Angelo 
Plaintiff 

DATED: GREGORY G. LAPLANTE, individually and on 
behalf of G and G Smog Test Center d/b/a G and G 
Smog  

Gregory G. Laplante 
Plaintiff 

DATED: PAUL HOLT, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice 
Restaurant  

Paul Holt 
Plaintiff 
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APPROVED AND AGREED:
DATED: DONEYDA PEREZ, individually and on behalf of

Oneida's Beauty and Barber Salon

Doneyda Perez
Plaintiff

DATED: vtarch/9 ,2022 MARLYS NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's
One More Lounge

N
Plaintiff

DATED: tvtarchl(,ZOZZ DANNY NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's
Lounge

Danny
Plaintiff

DATED: 

%
JOSEPH ANGELO, individually and on behalf of Stuft
Surfer Cafd,Inc P,i)

Joseph
Plaintiff

GREGORY G. LAPLANTE, individually and on
behalf of G and G Smog Test Center dlbla G and G
Smog

Gregory G. Laplante
Plaintiff

PAUL HOLT, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice
Restaurant

Paul Holt
Plaintiff

DATED:

DATED

40
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APPROVED AND AGREED:  
DATED:  DONEYDA PEREZ, individually and on behalf of 

Oneida’s Beauty and Barber Salon 
 
  
Doneyda Perez 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 MARLYS NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Marlys Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 DANNY NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Danny Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  JOSEPH ANGELO, individually and on behalf of Stuft 
Surfer Café, Inc. 
 
  
Joseph Angelo 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  GREGORY G. LAPLANTE, individually and on 
behalf of G and G Smog Test Center d/b/a G and G 
Smog  
 
  
Gregory G. Laplante 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  PAUL HOLT, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice 
Restaurant  
 
  
Paul Holt 
Plaintiff 
 

 
 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 3618A7BD-1F8D-4D03-9E99-9759A604D824

3/21/2022
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APPROVED AND AGREED:  
DATED:  DONEYDA PEREZ, individually and on behalf of 

Oneida’s Beauty and Barber Salon 
 
  
Doneyda Perez 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 MARLYS NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Marlys Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 DANNY NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Danny Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  JOSEPH ANGELO, individually and on behalf of Stuft 
Surfer Café, Inc. 
 
  
Joseph Angelo 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  GREGORY G. LAPLANTE, individually and on 
behalf of G and G Smog Test Center d/b/a G and G 
Smog  
 
  
Gregory G. Laplante 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  PAUL HOLT, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice 
Restaurant  
 
  
Paul Holt 
Plaintiff 
 

 
 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 27D8BBFC-68B1-4188-8886-3BC273C961FE

3/18/2022
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APPROVED AND AGREED:  
DATED:  DONEYDA PEREZ, individually and on behalf of 

Oneida’s Beauty and Barber Salon 
 
  
Doneyda Perez 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 MARLYS NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Marlys Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED: March___, 2022 DANNY NISSEN, individually and on behalf of Mo's 
One More Lounge  
 
  
Danny Nissen 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  JOSEPH ANGELO, individually and on behalf of Stuft 
Surfer Café, Inc. 
 
  
Joseph Angelo 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  GREGORY G. LAPLANTE, individually and on 
behalf of G and G Smog Test Center d/b/a G and G 
Smog  
 
  
Gregory G. Laplante 
Plaintiff 
 

DATED:  PAUL HOLT, individually and on behalf of 4 Dice 
Restaurant  
 
  
Paul Holt 
Plaintiff 
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DATED: March___, 2022 DIRECTV, LLC 
DIRECTV Holdings, LLC 
DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC 

[●]
[title]
[company]

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DATED: March___, 2022 MAHONEY LAW FIRM, APC 

Katherine J. Odenbreit 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  

DATED: March___, 2022 MAYER BROWN LLP 

Matthew H. Marmolejo 
Attorneys for Defendant 

21

Case 8:16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM   Document 619-1   Filed 03/22/22   Page 72 of 93   Page ID
#:14420



DATED: March 22, 2022 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

DIRECTV, LLC 
DIRECTV Holdings, LLC 
DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC 

Timothy f '. Whitley 
Vice-President & Associate General Counsel 
DIRECTV Timothy A. Whitley 

2022.03.22 08:51:06 -05'00' 

DATED: March_, 2022 MAHONEY LAW FIRM, APC 

Katherine J. Odenbreit 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

DATED: March , 2022 MAYER BROWN LLP 

Matthew H. Marmolejo 
Attorneys for Defendant 

41 

22
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To: [Settlement Class Member email address] 

From: Class Action Claim Administrator 

Subject:  Notice of Class Action Settlement 

This Notice of Class action Settlement is intended for [name of business].  
For more information and your estimated Class Benefit, please visit the settlement website 

at [website] and enter your unique ID number: [Unique ID]. 
[Español] [中文]  [Korean]  [Vietnamese] 

The notice concerns your potential right to recovery based on a settlement in a case called Perez 
v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM, pending in the United
States District Court for the Central District of California filed on August 4, 2016. This proposed
class action Settlement will resolve a lawsuit against DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV
Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV, LLC (collectively, “DIRECTV”), Signal Auditing, Inc., Lonstein Law
Office, P.C., Julie Cohen Lonstein, and Wayne M. Lonstein (collectively and together with
DIRECTV, the “Defendants”). The Court authorized this notice.

The proposed Settlement affects all businesses and business owners in the United States who had 
DIRECTV services installed in their commercial establishment; who were subsequently audited 
by Defendant Signal Auditing, Inc.; and who at any time on or after the day four years prior to the 
date on which the original Complaint was filed (August 4, 2012) through the date the Court grants 
preliminary approval of the settlement, received communications from the Lonstein Defendants 
on behalf of DIRECTV seeking money for allegedly unauthorized use of DIRECTV licensed 
programming, including NFL Sunday Ticket or any other DIRECTV-related programming. 

What is the Lawsuit About? 

Plaintiff Doneyda Perez, individually and on behalf of Oneida’s Beauty and Barber Salon filed 
this nationwide putative class action case on August 4, 2016 against Defendants alleging multiple 
claims, including civil violation of the Racketeer Influenced & Corrupt Organizations Act 
(“RICO”), 18 U.S.C. §1962(c). Additional named Plaintiffs were added to the lawsuit on 
December 12, 2020 (“Class Representatives” or “Plaintiffs”). The Plaintiffs in this case allege that 
they were each contacted by the Lonstein Law Office on behalf of DIRECTV concerning 
allegations that they displayed DIRECTV programming in their businesses without a valid 
commercial license. Plaintiffs allege that Defendants conspired to sell businesses and business 
owners residential DIRECTV programming and then hired the Lonstein Law Office to pursue legal 
claims against those businesses for broadcasting DIRECTV programming without a valid 
commercial license.  

Defendants deny these allegations. Defendants contend that they have complied with the law in all 
respects and at all times and that the legal claims brought on behalf of DIRECTV were both valid 
and brought in good faith.  
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What are the Settlement Terms? 
 

DIRECTV will pay $9,400,000 into a Settlement Fund. The Settlement provides that the 
Settlement Fund is to be distributed to Class Members, after deduction of any Court-approved 
attorneys’ fees and expenses, notice and administration costs, and incentive awards. The benefit 
to be paid to each Class Member depends on the amount of money, if any, the Class Member paid 
to the Lonstein Law Office and the final number of Class Members. [Click here] to review your 
estimated payment by entering your unique ID ([unique ID]) and other information requested to 
verify your identity.  
 

What Are My Options? 
 

Do Nothing (except fill out an IRS W-9 Form if your Settlement Benefit is $600 or more) 
 

If the settlement is approved by the Court and [name of business] does nothing, it will 
remain in the Class, it will be eligible for a payment, and all legal claims it has against 
the Defendants that were or could have been raised in the Lawsuit related to the 
allegations in the Lawsuit will be released. If your Settlement Benefit is more than $599, 
you must visit the settlement website and fill out an IRS Form W-9 for your business before 
your settlement benefit check can be mailed to you. To update the address or contact 
information for [name of business], please visit the settlement website, [website].  
 

Opt Out 
 

You can Opt Out from the Class – that is be excluded from the Class – if you wish to retain 
the right to sue Defendants separately for the Released Claims. If you Opt Out, you cannot 
obtain any benefits from the Settlement, which means you will not receive a monetary 
payment as part of the Settlement Benefit distribution. In addition, if you Opt Out you 
cannot subject an Objection to the Settlement.  
 
To Opt Out, you must mail an Opt-Out request to the Administrator at [address]. An Opt-
Out request from a Class Member that is an individual must be signed by the Class Member 
requesting exclusion, contain the Class member’s full name and address; and the following 
statement: “I request to be excluded from the proposed class settlement in Perez v. 
DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.).” An 
Opt-Out request from a Class Member that is a business must be signed by a business 
representative duly authorized to act on behalf of the business, contain the full legal name 
of the business, the business’ address, the full name and title of the individual submitting 
the Opt-Out request on behalf of the business, and the following statement: “This business 
requests to be excluded from the proposed class settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group 
Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.).” An Opt-Out request 
from a Class Member that is a business must also be accompanied by the following 
additional statement: “I, [name of business representative], represent and warrant that I 
have the legal authority and ability to exclude [name of business] from the proposed class 
settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-
DFM (C.D. Cal.).”  
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To be valid, the Opt-Out request must be postmarked on or before the Opt-Out 
Deadline, which is [DATE].  
 

Object to the Settlement 
 

You can ask the Court to deny approval of the Settlement by timely filing an Objection 
with the Court. The Court cannot require a larger Settlement; the Court can only approve 
or disallow the Settlement. If the Court denies approval to the Settlement, no Settlement 
Benefits will be issued, and the lawsuit will continue. You can also ask the Court to 
disapprove the requested payments to Plaintiff and to Class Counsel.  
 
You may also appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either yourself or through your own 
attorney. If you appear through your own attorney, you are responsible for paying that 
attorney. If you want to raise an objection to the Settlement at the Final Approval 
Hearing, you must submit that objection in writing, by the Objection Deadline, which 
is [DATE]. 
If you want to raise an Objection to the Settlement at the Final Approval Hearing, you or 
your counsel must submit that Objection in writing to the Administrator at [address] by the 
deadline [DATE]. The Administrator will provide your Objection to DIRECTV and Class 
Counsel and Class Counsel will file your Objection with the Court. Your Objection must 
be postmarked by the Objection Deadline set forth above. Any Objection must include: (a) 
a reference at the beginning to this case, Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., 
Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.) and the name of the presiding judge, the Hon. 
Josephine L. Staton; (b) the name, address, telephone number, and, if available, the email 
address of the Person objecting, and if represented by counsel, of his/her counsel; (c) a 
written statement of all grounds for the Objection, accompanied by any legal support for 
such Objection; (d) whether he/she intends to appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either 
with or without counsel; (e) a statement explaining the objectors’ basis for asserting that 
the objector is a member of the Settlement Class; and (f) a detailed list of any other 
objections submitted by the Class Member, or his/her counsel, to any class actions 
submitted in any court, whether state or otherwise, in the United States in the previous five 
(5) years. If the Class Member or his/her counsel has not objected to any other class action 
settlement in any court in the United States in the previous five (5) years, he/she shall 
affirmatively state so in the written materials provided in connection with the Objection to 
this Settlement. Failure to include this information and documentation may be grounds for 
overruling and rejecting your Objection.  
 
If you submit an Objection, you may appear, either personally or through counsel, at the 
Final Approval Hearing in order to show cause why this Settlement and this Agreement 
should not be approved as fair, adequate, and reasonable or to object to any request for a 
Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses or Incentive Award. Class Members shall send notice of 
their intention to attend or speak at the final fairness hearing to Class Counsel and/or the 
Settlement Administrator no later than fourteen (14) days prior to the final fairness 
hearing date. The Settlement Administrator or Class Counsel should, in turn, file a notice 
no later than seven (7) days prior to the final fairness hearing date, providing the Court 
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with a list of Class Members who wish to speak at the hearing, if any. Moreover, because 
the Court may conduct the final fairness hearing in this matter via Zoom, the Settlement 
Administrator and/or Class Counsel are responsible for providing Class Members who 
wish to attend the hearing with the Zoom information the Clerk will distribute in advance 
of the hearing. If the Court makes the Final Approval Hearing available via Zoom or via 
other means of remote appearance, a remote appearance shall be considered equivalent to 
an in-person appearance, with all the rights and obligations applicable to in-person 
appearances.  
 
If you fail to comply with these requirements, you may be deemed to have waived all 
objections and may not be entitled to speak at the Final Approval Hearing on [DATE]. 
 

When Will the Court Decide If the Settlement is Approved? 
 

The Court will hold a hearing on [DATE], to consider whether to approve the Settlement. Class 
Counsel will ask the Court to award them up to $3,133,333.33 in attorneys’ fees, $155,000.00 in 
litigation expenses, and a total of $80,000.00 in incentive awards to the six (6) business owners 
who brought the Lawsuit. The hearing is open to the public. You may appear at the hearing, but 
you do not have to. 
 
The hearing will be held in the United States District Court of the Central District of California, 
before the Honorable Josephine L. Staton, in the First Street U.S. Courthouse, 350 West 1st St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90012, Courtroom 8A, 8th Floor, or such other judge and courtroom assigned 
by the Court. Virtual attendance may be possible. This hearing date may change without further 
notice to you. Consult the Settlement Website at [website] or the Court docket in this case available 
through Public Access to Court Electronic Records PACER (http://www.pacer.gov), for any 
updated information on the hearing date and time.  
 
For the full Notice of Settlement please visit the Settlement Administrator website at [website] or 
the links below. 
 
--- 
 
[English version of Notice of Settlement] 
 
[Spanish language version of email notice] [Spanish language version of Notice of Settlement] 
 
[Mandarin language version of email notice] [Mandarin language version of Notice of 
Settlement] 
 
[Korean language version of email notice] [Korean version of Notice of Settlement] 
 
[Vietnamese language version of email notice] [Vietnamese version of Notice of Settlement] 
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Questions? Visit [website] or call [phone number]. 

1 
 

Notice of Class Action Settlement for Businesses or Business Owners Who Were 
Contacted by the Lonstein Law Office Concerning 
Commercial Misuse of DIRECTV Programming 

Between August 4, 2016 and [date]. 
 

This notice may affect your rights. Please read it carefully. 
 

A court has authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 
 

• The notice concerns your potential right to recovery based on a settlement in a case called Perez 
v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM, pending in the United 
States District Court for the Central District of California filed on August 4, 2016. 
 

• This proposed class action Settlement will resolve a lawsuit against DIRECTV Group Holdings, 
LLC, DIRECTV Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV, LLC (collectively, “DIRECTV”), Signal Auditing, 
Inc., Lonstein Law Office, P.C., Julie Cohen Lonstein, and Wayne M. Lonstein (collectively and 
together with DIRECTV, the “Defendants”).  
 

• The proposed Settlement affects all businesses and business owners in the United States who had 
DIRECTV services installed in their commercial establishment; who were subsequently audited 
by Defendant Signal Auditing, Inc.; and who at any time on or after the day four years prior to the 
date on which the original Complaint was filed (August 4, 2012) through the date the Court grants 
preliminary approval of the settlement, received communications from the Lonstein Defendants 
on behalf of DIRECTV seeking money for allegedly unauthorized use of DIRECTV licensed 
programming, including NFL Sunday Ticket or any other DIRECTV-related programming 
(“Settlement Class”). 
 

• The Lawsuit alleges that DIRECTV and the other defendants solicited business owners to purchase 
DIRECTV programing for their businesses, but then directed the defendant Lonstein Law Office 
to contact those businesses to assert that they committed commercial misuse of DIRECTV 
programming in violation of the Federal Communications Act.  
 

• Defendants deny any wrongdoing.  They contend that they have complied with the law in all 
respects and at all times and that DIRECTV and the Lonstein Law Office properly pursued valid 
legal claims against businesses that displayed DIRECTV programming in their businesses without 
a valid license to do so.  

 
• As part of a compromise to resolve the claims in this case fully, DIRECTV has agreed to pay 

$9,400,000 into a fund (the “Total Settlement Fund”); not to retain the Lonstein Law Office Julie 
Cohen Lonstein, or Wayne M. Lonstein in any capacity for potential claims of commercial misue 
by DIRECTV’s customers going forward; and to include a statement in its order confirmation 
letter to customers that reminds customers that residential service may be used for residential 
purposes only, and cannot be used in commercial settings. 

 
• The lawyers who brought the lawsuit (“Class Counsel”) will ask the Court for up to $3,133,333.33 

to be paid out of the Total Settlement Fund as Attorneys’ Fees for investigating the facts, litigating 
the case, and negotiating the Settlement and $151,550.94, to be paid out of the Total Settlement 
Fund, for litigation Expenses.  Class Counsel also will ask the Court to award a total of $80,000 
collectively to the Class Representatives who brought this lawsuit.  These payments are called the 
“Class Representative Incentive Awards” or “Incentive Awards.” 
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• Your legal rights are affected whether or not you act. Read this notice carefully. Below are your 

options for responding to this Notice. 
 

This notice summarizes the proposed Settlement. For the precise terms and conditions of the Settlement, 
please see the Settlement Agreement available at [website], or contact the Settlement Administrator at 
[address] or by telephone at [phone number]. 

 
 

PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE COURT OR THE COURT CLERK’S OFFICE TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT THIS SETTLEMENT. 

 

YOUR RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT DEADLINE 

Do Nothing 
You will receive a settlement payment. Also, you will 
have no right to sue later for the claims released by the 
Settlement. 

 

Opt-Out 
Get out of the lawsuit and the Settlement.  This is the 
only option that allows you to ever bring or join another 
lawsuit raising the same legal claims against the 
Defendants. You will not receive a settlement benefit. 

[DATE] 

File Objection 

Write to the Court about any aspect of the Settlement 
you don’t like or you don’t think is fair, adequate, or 
reasonable. (If you object to any aspect of the 
Settlement, you must submit a written Objection by the 
Objection Deadline.) If you object, you must remain a 
member of the Settlement Class and cannot opt-out of 
the lawsuit. 

[DATE] 

Go to a Hearing 

Speak in Court about the Settlement.  (If you object to 
any aspect of the Settlement, you must submit a written 
Objection by the Objection Deadline noted above.) 
You may appear yourself of through an attorney of 
your choice at your own expense.  

[DATE] 

 
• These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this notice.  

 
• The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the Settlement.  Settlement 

benefits will be provided to Class Members only if the Court approves the Settlement.  If there are 
appeals, these benefits will not be provided until the appeals are resolved and the Settlement 
becomes effective.  Please be patient. 
 

• Fairness Hearing 
On [DATE], at [TIME]., the Court will hold a hearing to determine:  (1) whether the proposed 
Settlement should be approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate and should receive final approval; 
(2) whether Class Counsel’s Application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses should be granted; and 
(3) whether the application for the Class Representative Incentive Award should be granted.  The 
hearing will be held in the United States District Court of the Central District of California, before 
the Honorable Josephine L. Staton, in the First Street U.S. Courthouse, Courtroom 8A, on the 8th 
floor, located at 350 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, California 90012, or such other judge assigned 
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by the Court.  The courtroom is subject to change; any updated information can be obtained from 
the Settlement Website or the Court’s website. Virtual attendance may be possible; please check 
the Settlement Website and the Court’s website at cacd.uscourts.gov for more information for 
updated information on the hearing date and time.  All papers filed in this action are available for 
review via the Public Access to Court Electronic Resources System (PACER) at 
https://www.pacer.gov.  
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Important Dates 
  

[DATE] Objection Deadline 
[DATE] Opt-Out Deadline 
[DATE] Fairness Hearing 
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 How Do I Know If I Am Affected By The Settlement? 

If you or your business were contacted by the Lonstein Law Office between August 4, 2012 and 
[date of preliminary approval] alleging commercial misuse of DIRECTV programming, you or your 
business have been identified as a member of the Settlement Class. If the Settlement is approved by the 
Court and you do not opt out, you will receive payment as a Settlement Class Member. 

On [date of preliminary approval], the Court preliminarily certified—for settlement purposes 
only—a Class defined as all businesses and business owners in the United States who had DIRECTV 
services installed in their commercial establishment; who were subsequently audited by Defendant Signal 
Auditing, Inc.; and who at any time on or after the day four years prior to the date on which the original 
Complaint was filed (August 4, 2012) through [the date the Court grants preliminary approval of the 
Settlement], received communications from Defendants Lonstein Law Offices, P.C., Wayne Lonstein, 
and/or Julie Lonstein (the “Lonstein Defendants”) on behalf of DIRECTV seeking money for allegedly 
unauthorized use of DIRECTV licensed programming, including NFL Sunday Ticket or any other 
DIRECTV-related programming (“Settlement Class”).  Excluded from the Class are (a) the Honorable 
Judges Josephine L. Staton, Douglas F. McCormick, Carl West (Ret.) and any member of their immediate 
families; (b) any government entity; (c) any entity in which any Defendant has a controlling interest; (d) 
any subsidiaries, parents, affiliates, and officers, directors, employees, legal representatives, heirs, 
successors, or assigns of any Defendant; (e) counsel for the Parties; and (f) any persons who timely opt 
out of the Class. 

If the Settlement does not become effective (for example, because it is not finally approved, or the 
approval is reversed on appeal), then this litigation will continue.   
 

 What Is The Lawsuit About? 

Plaintiff Doneyda Perez, individually and on behalf of Onieda’s Beauty and Barber Salon filed 
this nationwide putative class action case on August 4, 2016 against Defendants alleging multiple claims, 
including civil violation of the Racketeer Influenced & Corrupt Organizations Act (“RICO”), 18 U.S.C. 
§1962(c). Named Plaintiffs Marlys and Danny Nissen, individually and on behalf of Mo’s One More 
Lounge, Joseph Angelo, individually and on behalf of Stuft Surfer Café, Gregory Laplante individually 
and on behalf of G and G Smog Test Center dba G and G Smog and Paul Holt individually and on behalf 
of 4 Dice Restaurant were added to the lawsuit on December 12, 2020 (“Class Representatives” or 
“Plaintiffs”). The Plaintiffs in this case allege that they were each contacted by the Lonstein Law Office 
on behalf of DIRECTV concerning allegations that they displayed DIRECTV programming in their 
businesses without a valid commercial license.  Plaintiffs allege that Defendants conspired to sell 
businesses and business owners residential DIRECTV programming and then hired the Lonstein Law 
Office to pursue legal claims against those businesses for broadcasting DIRECTV programming without 
a valid commercial license. This is just a summary of the allegations. The Fourth Amended Complaint 
can be viewed on the Public Access to Court Electronic Resources System (PACER) at 
https://www.pacer.gov, Docket No. 498. 

Defendants deny these allegations.  Defendants contend that they have complied with the law in 
all respects and at all times and that the legal claims brought on behalf of DIRECTV were both valid and 
brought in good faith.  

The parties engaged in numerous mediation sessions for over a year. After considering the risks, 
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costs, benefits, and possibility of extended litigation, Plaintiffs and DIRECTV reached a settlement that 
resolves Plaintiffs’ claims as to all Defendants. Plaintiffs and Class Counsel have concluded that the terms 
and conditions of the Settlement are fair and reasonable and that the Settlement is in the best interests of 
the Settlement Class Members. 

This lawsuit is a class action.  A class action is a lawsuit in which the claims and rights of many 
people are decided in a single court proceeding.  One or more people—sometimes called “class 
representatives”—sue on behalf of people who have similar claims.  All of the people who have similar 
claims form a “class” and are “class members.”  A settlement in a class action—if approved by the Court 
as fair, reasonable, and adequate—resolves the claims for all class members, except those who choose to 
exclude themselves from the class. 

 
 What Can I Get In The Settlement? 

All Class Members qualify for a Settlement Benefit in the form of a monetary payment.  There is 
no need to submit a claim in order to receive a Settlement Benefit.  The amount of the Settlement Benefit 
will vary depending on whether the Class Member paid any money to settle claims against them and, if 
so, how much the Class Member paid.  

To see your estimated Settlement Benefit visit the Administrator website at www._________and 
enter the unique ID provided to you in the Notice you received by mail or email.  
 The amount of your Settlement Benefit will be determined by calculating a pro rata share of the 
Total Settlement Fund ($9,400,000) after deduction of attorney’s fees, litigation costs, Administration 
Costs, and Incentive Awards approved by the Court (“Net Settlement Fund”). All class Members will 
receive a minimum payment of at least $25.00. The Net Settlement Fund will be allocated on a pro rata 
basis based on the dollar amount paid to the Lonstein Law Office by each Settlement Class Members 
according to an independent analysis of the Lonstein Law Office records.  

The amount of your Settlement Benefit could increase if funds remain after settlement checks have 
been cashed due to some Settlement Class Members’ failure to cash their settlement checks before the 
expiration period or if the Court awards attorney’s fees, costs or Incentive Awards that are less than 
requested. Any funds representing uncashed checks by Settlement Class Members will first be used to pay 
for additional Settlement Administration costs, if any, and will then be distributed on a pro rata basis to 
those Settlement Class Members who cashed their Settlement Checks.  

 
 How Do I Get My Benefits? 

You do not need to do anything to receive the Settlement Benefit identified above. A Final 
Approval Hearing will be scheduled for [DATE]. If the Court approves the Settlement and there are no 
appeals, Settlement Benefits will be distributed approximately 60 days after the Settlement is no longer 
subject to appeal or review, unless otherwise ordered by the Court.  If the Court does not approve the 
Settlement, or if the Settlement is overturned on appeal, no Settlement Benefits will be issued. 

You must visit the website and fill out an IRS Form W-9 for your business before your Settlement 
Benefit check can be mailed to you. Please note that Settlement Benefit checks must be cashed within 180 
days after they are issued.  Settlement Benefit checks that are not cashed prior to the expiration date listed 
on the check will no longer be valid, and no Settlement Benefit checks will be reissued.  Any money 
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remaining in the settlement fund as a result of the failure of Class Members to timely cash their Settlement 
Benefit checks will either be distributed to other Class Members or donated to a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization(s), to be agreed upon by the Parties and approved by the Court. 

If you would like to change your address, you may do so on the settlement website at [website].   
 

 What Do Plaintiffs And Their Lawyers Get? 

To date, Class Counsel has not been compensated for any of their work on this case.  As part of 
the Settlement, Class Counsel may apply to the Court to award them up to $3,133,333,33 to pay them 
Attorneys’ Fees and $151,550.94 for litigation Expenses. Defendants have the right to object to Class 
Counsel’s Application for Attorneys’ Fees if it is for an amount that exceeds $3,133,333.33.  Any 
Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses approved by the Court shall be paid from the Total Settlement Fund. If the 
Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses approved by the Court are less than requested, the difference will go to the 
Net Settlement Fund to pay the Settlement Benefits to Class Members. 

In addition, the named Class Representatives in this case may apply to the Court for Class 
Representative Incentives.  Plaintiffs contend that these payments are designed to compensate the named 
Class Representatives for the time, effort, and risks they undertook in pursuing this litigation to benefit 
the Class. 

Plaintiffs will file their Application for Attorneys’ Fees, Expenses and Incentive Awards no less 
than 15 days prior to [Date], which is the date by which you must object to the Settlement. Once filed, a 
copy of Class Counsel’s motion for an award for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses and for a Class 
Representative Incentive Award (“Fee Motion”) will be available on the Settlement Website and the 
Public Access to Court Electronic Resources System (PACER) at https://www.pacer.gov. Settlement 
Class Members can object to the Fee Motion by the same deadline as their general objections to the 
Settlement are due which is [Date]. The Court will determine the amount of Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses 
as well as the amount of Class Representative Incentive Award. 

  
 What Happens If I Do Not Opt Out From The Settlement? 

If you are a Class Member and you do not Opt Out from the Settlement, you will be legally bound 
by all orders and judgments of the Court, and you will also be legally bound to the Releases of the Claims 
in the Settlement.  This means that in exchange for being a Class Member and being eligible to receive a 
benefit in the Settlement, you will not be able to sue, continue to sue, or be part of any other lawsuit 
against the Released Defendants (defined below), including DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV 
Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV, LLC, Lonstein Law Office, P.C., Signal Auditing, Inc., Julie Cohen Lonstein, 
Wayne M. Lonstein that involves the same legal Claims as those released through this Settlement. 

You will not be responsible for any out-of-pocket costs or attorneys’ fees concerning this case 
if you stay in the class. 

Staying in the class means that you agree to the following terms of the Settlement that describe 
exactly the legal Claims that you give up: 

a) Upon Final Approval, Class Members, including any person claiming derivative rights of any 
Class Member as the Class Member’s parent, child, heir, guardian, associate, co-owner, 
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attorney, agent, administrator, executor, devisee, predecessor, successor, assignee, assigns, 
representative of any kind, shareholder, partner, director, employee or affiliate, shall have 
unconditionally, completely, and irrevocably released and discharged the Released 
Defendants, and each of them, any and all claims, demands, debts, liabilities, actions, causes 
of action of every kind and nature, obligations, damages, losses, costs, whether known or 
unknown, actual or potential, suspected or unsuspected, direct or indirect, contingent or fixed, 
arising out of, related to, or connected in any way to the allegations contained in the Fourth 
Amended Complaint and, more specifically, the prosecution of commercial misuse claims 
against Class Members by the Lonstein Law Office on behalf of DIRECTV or AT&T, 
including any auditing performed by Signal Auditing, regardless of whether or not such audit 
resulted in any action by the Lonstein Law Office that are alleged to have occurred within the 
Class Period. 
 

b) With respect to the released claims set forth in the preceding paragraph, each Class Members shall, 
by operation of Final Approval and Judgment, be deemed to have waived the provisions, rights 
and benefits of California Civil Code Section 1542, and any similar law of any state or territory of 
the United States or principle of common law, but only with respect to the matters released as set 
forth Section 6(a) above. Section 1542 provides: 
 

A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS THAT THE 
CREDITOR OR RELEASING PARTY DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT TO 
EXIST IN HIS OR HER FAVOR AT THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE RELEASE 
AND THAT, IF KNOWN BY HIM OR HER, WOULD HAVE MATERIALLY 
AFFECTED HIS OR HER SETTLEMENT WITH THE DEBTOR OR RELEASED 
PARTY. 
 

The Class Members understand and acknowledge the significance of these waivers of California 
Civil Code Section 1542 and any other applicable federal or state statute, case law, rule or 
regulation relating to limitations on releases.  In connection with such waivers and relinquishment, 
the Class Members acknowledge that they are aware that they are assuming the risk that facts 
additional, different, or contrary to the facts which each believes or understands to exist, may now 
exist or may be discovered after the release set forth in this Agreement becomes effective, and 
Class Members shall, by operation of the Final Approval Order and Judgment, be deemed to have 
agreed that any such additional, different, or contrary facts shall in no way limit, waive, or reduce 
the foregoing releases, which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

c) The Parties shall be deemed to have agreed that the release set forth herein will be and may be 
raised as a complete defense to and will preclude any action or proceeding based on the Released 
Claims. 
 

d) The term “Released Defendants” as used above includes all of the Defendants and each of their 
respective current and former parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, and current and 
former affiliated individuals and entities, legal successors, predecessors (including companies they 
have acquired, purchased, or absorbed), assigns, joint ventures, and each and all of their respective 
officers, partners, directors, owners, stockholders, servants, agents, shareholders, members, 
managers, principals, investment advisors, consultants, employees, representatives, attorneys, 
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accountants, lenders, underwriters, benefits administrators, investors, funds, and insurers, past, 
present and future, and all persons acting under, by, through, or in concert with any of them. 
 

e) Releases By the DIRECTV Defendants.  Upon Final Approval, the DIRECTV Defendants, and 
including any person or entity claiming derivative rights of the DIRECTV Defendants, shall have 
fully, finally, unconditionally, completely, irrevocably, forever released, relinquished, and 
discharged the Released Class Members, and shall be forever barred from instituting, maintaining, 
or prosecuting any and all claims, liens, demands, actions, causes of action, rights, duties, 
obligations, damages or liabilities related solely to allegations of commercial misuse of DIRECTV 
services which are claimed to have occurred within the Class Period against any Released Class 
Members.  The claims released in the foregoing sentence include any and all such claims by the 
DIRECTV Defendants and the DIRECTV Defendants’ attorneys, employees, agents, assignees, 
parents, subsidiaries, and affiliates to the fullest extent that the DIRECTV Defendants have 
authority to release them, and the DIRECTV Defendants represent they have not assigned any 
rights regarding allegations of commercial misuse or any other allegations related to the factual 
claims as pled in any of the complaints in the Litigation to any third party, agent or attorney (apart 
from ordinary collection of debts owed for failure to pay for AT&T or DIRECTV service).  This 
release does not include any disputes, between the DIRECTV Defendants and any Settlement 
Class Members, that are outside of the allegations as alleged and pled in any of the complaints in 
the Litigation, and this release does not include any disputes, between the DIRECTV Defendants 
and any Settlement Class Members, arising out of the customer terms of service provided by the 
DIRECTV Defendants or payment to the DIRECTV Defendants for DIRECTV services provided.  
Similarly, this release shall not prohibit the DIRECTV Defendants’ ability to use their legally-
appropriate processes to address Settlement Class Members’ commercial misuse, if any, through 
conversion of the Settlement Class Member accounts and/or termination of the account for events 
arising after the end of the Class Period. “Released Class Members” means all Settlement Class 
Members and each of their respective current and former parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, 
divisions, and current and former affiliated individuals and entities, legal successors, predecessors 
(including companies they have acquired, purchased, or absorbed), assigns, joint ventures, and 
each and all of their respective officers, partners, directors, owners, stockholders, servants, agents, 
shareholders, members, managers, principals, investment advisors, consultants, employees, 
representatives, attorneys, accountants, lenders, underwriters, benefits administrators, investors, 
funds, and insurers, past, present and future, and all persons acting under, by, through, or in concert 
with any of them. 
 

 
The full text of the Settlement Agreement, which includes all of the provisions addressing the Released 
Claims, Released Defendants, and Released Class Members, is available at [website].   
 

 How Can I Exclude Myself From The Settlement? 

You can Opt Out from the Class—that is, be excluded from the Class—if you wish to retain the 
right to sue Defendants separately for the Released Claims.  If you Opt Out, you cannot obtain any benefits 
from the Settlement, which means you will not receive a monetary payment as part of the Settlement 
Benefit distribution.  In addition, if you Opt Out, you cannot submit an Objection to the Settlement.   

To Opt Out, you must mail an Opt-Out request to the Administrator at [address].  An Opt-Out 
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request from a Class Member that is an individual must be signed by the Class Member requesting 
exclusion, contain the Class member’s full name and address; and the following statement: “I request to 
be excluded from the proposed class settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case 
No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.).”  An Opt-Out request from a Class Member that is a business 
must be signed by a business representative duly authorized to act on behalf of the business, contain the 
full legal name of the business, the business’ address, the full name and title of the individual submitting 
the Opt-Out request on behalf of the business, and the following statement: “This business requests to be 
excluded from the proposed class settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 
16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.).”  An Opt-Out request from a Class Member that is a business must 
also be accompanied by the following additional statement: “I, [name of business representative], 
represent and warrant that I have the legal authority and ability to exclude [name of business] from the 
proposed class settlement in Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-
DFM (C.D. Cal.).”   

To be valid, the Opt-Out request must be postmarked on or before the Opt-Out Deadline, 
which is [DATE].  

 
 How Do I Object To The Settlement? 

You can ask the Court to deny approval of the Settlement by timely filing an Objection with the 
Court.  The Court cannot require a larger Settlement; the Court can only approve or disallow the 
Settlement.  If the Court denies approval to the Settlement, no Settlement Benefits will be issued, and the 
lawsuit will continue.  

You can also ask the Court to disapprove the requested payments to Plaintiff and to Class Counsel.   
You may also appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either yourself or through your own attorney.  

If you appear through your own attorney, you are responsible for paying that attorney.  If you want to 
raise an objection to the Settlement at the Final Approval Hearing, you must submit that objection 
in writing, by the Objection Deadline, which is [DATE]. 

If you want to raise an Objection to the Settlement at the Final Approval Hearing, you or your 
counsel must submit that Objection in writing to the Administrator at [address] by the deadline [DATE]. 
The Administrator will provide your Objection to DIRECTV and Class Counsel and Class Counsel will 
file your Objection with the Court. Your Objection must be postmarked by the Objection Deadline set 
forth above.  Any Objection must include: (a) a reference at the beginning to this case, Perez v. DIRECTV 
Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-JLS-DFM (C.D. Cal.) and the name of the presiding 
judge, the Hon. Josephine L. Staton; (b) the name, address, telephone number, and, if available, the email 
address of the Person objecting, and if represented by counsel, of his/her counsel; (c) a written statement 
of all grounds for the Objection, accompanied by any legal support for such Objection; (d) whether he/she 
intends to appear at the Final Approval Hearing, either with or without counsel; (e) a statement explaining 
the objectors’ basis for asserting that the objector is a member of the Settlement Class; and (f) a detailed 
list of any other objections submitted by the Class Member, or his/her counsel, to any class actions 
submitted in any court, whether state or otherwise, in the United States in the previous five (5) years. If 
the Class Member or his/her counsel has not objected to any other class action settlement in any court in 
the United States in the previous five (5) years, he/she shall affirmatively state so in the written materials 
provided in connection with the Objection to this Settlement.  Failure to include this information and 
documentation may be grounds for overruling and rejecting your Objection.   
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If you submit an Objection, you may appear, either personally or through counsel, at the Final 
Approval Hearing in order to to show cause why this Settlement and this Agreement should not be 
approved as fair, adequate, and reasonable or to object to any request for a Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses 
or Incentive Award. Class Members shall send notice of their intention to attend or speak at the final 
fairness hearing to Class Counsel and/or the Settlement Administrator no later than fourteen (14) 
days prior to the final fairness hearing date. The Settlement Administrator or Class Counsel should, in 
turn, file a notice no later than seven (7) days prior to the final fairness hearing date, providing the Court 
with a list of Class Members who wish to speak at the hearing, if any. Moreover, because the Court may 
conduct the final fairness hearing in this matter via Zoom, the Settlement Administrator and/or Class 
Counsel are responsible for providing Class Members who wish to attend the hearing with the Zoom 
information the Clerk will distribute in advance of the hearing If the Court makes the Final Approval 
Hearing available via Zoom or via other means of remote appearance, a remote appearance shall be 
considered equivalent to an in-person appearance, with all the rights and obligations applicable to in-
person appearances.   

If you fail to comply with these requirements, you may be deemed to have waived all 
objections and may not be entitled to speak at the Final Approval Hearing on [DATE]. 

 
 When Will The Court Decide If The Settlement Is Approved? 

The Court will hold a hearing on [DATE], to consider whether to approve the Settlement.  The 
hearing will be held in the United States District Court of the Central District of California, before the 
Honorable Josephine L. Staton, in the Ronald Reagan Federal Business and United States Courthouse, 
411 W. Fourth St., Santa Ana, CA 92701, Courtroom 10A, 10th Floor, or such other judge assigned by the 
Court.  Any updated information can be obtained from the Settlement Website or the Court’s website. 
Virtual attendance may be possible; please check the Settlement Website and the Court’s website at 
cacd.uscourts.gov for more information  

The hearing is open to the public.  This hearing date may change without further notice to you. 
Consult the Settlement Website at [website] or the Court docket in this case available through Public 
Access to Court Electronic Records PACER (http://www.pacer.gov), for any updated information on the 
hearing date and time.  

 
 How Do I Get More Information? 

You can inspect many of the court documents connected with this case on the Settlement Website.  
You may access all papers filed in this lawsuit at the Courthouse, located at First Street U.S. Courthouse, 
Courtroom 8A, on the 8th floor, located at 350 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, California 90012.   You may 
also access all papers filed in this lawsuit via the Court’s docket in this case available through PACER 
(http://www.pacer.gov). 

You can contact the Settlement Administrator at [address] or by telephone at [phone number] or 
review the Administrator’s website for this case at [website]. 

You can also obtain additional information by contacting Class Counsel: 
 

Katherine J. Odenbreit 
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Questions? Visit [website] or call [phone number]. 
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Mahoney Law Group, APC 
249 E. Ocean Boulevard, Suite 814 
Long Beach, CA 90802  
Telephone: (562) 590-5550 
Fax: (562) 590-8400 
Email: kodenbreit@mahoney-law.net 
 
Lisa L. Clay 
Lisa L. Clay, Attorney at Law 
2100 Manchester Road, Suite 1612 
Wheaton, IL 60187 
Telephone: (630)456-4818 
Email : lisa@clayatlaw.com 
 

   
Please do not address any questions about the Settlement or Litigation to the Clerk of the Court 

or the Judge. 
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First-Class 
Mail 

US Postage 
Paid 

Permit #__ 

 
Perez v. DIRECTV Group Holdings, 
LLC et al  
Settlement Claims Administrator 
[Address] 
[Phone] 

|||||||||||||||||||||||  
Postal Service: Please do not mark barcode 
 
 
«ID»  
«First1» «Last1» 
«C/O» 
«Addr1»  «Addr2» 
«City», «St»  «Zip»  

 

 

NOTICE OF  
CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 

 
To businesses or business 
owners contacted by the 
Lonstein Law Office on 

behalf of DIRECTV     
Please read. 

This settlement 
may affect your rights.  

 

 A proposed class action settlement has been reached with 
DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, DIRECTV Holdings, LLC, 
and DIRECTV, LLC (collectively, “DIRECTV”).  The 
settlement, if approved, will resolve a lawsuit entitled Perez v. 
DIRECTV Group Holdings, LLC, et al., Case No. 16-cv-01440-
JLS-DFM, in the United States District Court for the Central 
District of California.  The Court authorized this notice. 
The Lawsuit alleges that DIRECTV and the other defendants 
solicited business owners to purchase DIRECTV programing for 
their businesses, but then directed the defendant Lonstein Law 
Office to contact those businesses to assert that they committed 
commercial misuse of DIRECTV programming in violation of the 
Federal Communications Act.  Defendants deny any wrongdoing 
and contend the case has no merit.   The Court has not decided the 
Lawsuit, but the Plaintiffs and DIRECTV have agreed to a class 
settlement to resolve the dispute.   
You received this notice because information from the Lonstein 
Law Office records reflect that you may be a member of the 
Class.  The Class includes “All businesses and business owners 
in the United States who had DIRECTV services installed in their 
commercial establishment; who were subsequently audited by 
Defendant Signal Auditing, Inc.; and who at any time on or after 
the day four years prior to the date on which the original 
Complaint was filed (August 4, 2012) through the date the Court 
grants preliminary approval of the settlement, received 
communications from the Lonstein Defendants on behalf of 
DIRECTV seeking money for allegedly unauthorized use of 
DIRECTV licensed programming, including NFL Sunday Ticket 
or any other DIRECTV-related programming.” 
What are the Settlement Terms? DIRECTV will pay 
$9,400,000 into a Settlement Fund. 

The Settlement provides that the Settlement Fund is to be 
distributed to Class Members after deduction of any Court-
approved attorneys’ fees and litigation expenses, notice and 
administration costs, and incentive awards.  The benefit to be 
paid to each Class Member depends on the amount of money, if 
any, the Class Member paid to the Lonstein Law Office and the 
final number of Class Members. 
What Are My Options?  If the settlement is approved by the 
Court and you do nothing, you will remain in the Class, you will 
be eligible for a payment, and all legal claims you have against 
the Defendants that were or could have been raised in the 
Lawsuit related to the allegations in the Lawsuit will be 
released.  If you wish to preserve your right to bring a separate 
lawsuit, you must opt out of the settlement. Alternatively, you 
have the right to object to the settlement.  Your opt-out request 
or objection must be received by [Date].  For details on how to 
opt out or object, visit the settlement website at [website].   
The Court will hold a final approval hearing on [Date] at [Time] 
to consider whether to approve the settlement. Class Counsel will 
ask the Court to award them up to $3,133,333.33 in attorneys’ 
fees, $155,000.00 in litigation expenses, and a total of $80,000.00 
in incentive awards to the 6 business owners who brought the 
Lawsuit. You may appear at the hearing, but you do not have to.   
To update your address, please visit the settlement website, 
[website].  The website also contains a more detailed notice of 
the terms of the settlement, answers to frequently asked 
questions, and other information about the Lawsuit.  If you 
cannot access the website, you can obtain detailed notice by 
contacting the Settlement Administrator at the address or phone 
number on the reverse side of this card. 

 
 

For more information and your estimated Class Benefit, please visit the settlement website at 
[website] and enter your unique ID number above your name on this postcard.  

[Spanish] [Mandarin]  [Korean]  [Vietnamese] 
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